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www.talybont.org/our-newsletter.html 

Spring 2025 

Newsletter for Talybont-on-Usk, Aber, Buckland, Cross Oak, Llandetty, Llansantffraed, Pencelli and Scethrog 

 

Lift-off! The Canal & River Trust has completed maintenance work on the Talybont Lifting Bridge (see page 3) 
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Our Wildlife Needs You! Join Usk Valley Nature Watch on Facebook  
 

It would be hard not to notice the wonderfully unifying effect the arrival of the osprey has had on our  

local community! This time of year is full of exciting post-winter re-awakenings, be it the return of our perilously 

endangered curlew in search of their traditional breeding grounds or the myriad of returning species waking from 

their winter hibernations. Initiatives formulated by our Community Council are in hand to further enhance this 

wave of enthusiasm with schemes which will hopefully embrace the desire to increase biodiversity in our local  

area, so look out for the new Biodiversity Challenge this summer. 
 

In the meantime, why not join us at Usk Valley Nature Watch on Facebook, where we celebrate and  

monitor the natural world on our doorsteps in all its diversity. We don't shy away from thornier issues, such as  

fallout from climate change and developments in agriculture, but we also have some great  

wildlife pictures and interesting observations, and highlight forthcoming events. We'd love more ideas or sugges-

tions for content like quizzes, events or talks. The more members the merrier – perhaps youngsters with fresh, 

bright ideas? Wildlife photographers? Artists and writers? All welcome.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/6067616966616092 

− Jill Evans and Fran Groves (Admins) 

Mr and Mrs Talybont Osprey are delighted to announce the birth of their first egg, Thursday, 24th April 2025 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cj0zvpn2pvjo 

Talybont Energy is currently looking to recruit individual or 

business properties within Bannau Brycheiniog National 

Park to participate in our research into the value and  

feasibility of single pole micro wind generation. Micro wind 

turbines harness the power of wind to generate electricity and reduce dependence on non-renewable resources 

such as fossil fuels. Unlike solar PV, the wind blows all year round, and especially in winter when energy use tends 

to be higher. Solar PV and wind can also be used in combination. We hope to be able to offer free initial viability 

assessments to a selected number of the most promising sites. 
 

If your property has an annual average windspeed of 5m/s, a 5.5 kW micro turbine mounted on a single pole could 

generate 6,900 kWh/year or 10,900 kWh/year with an average windspeed of 6m/s. You can check out the details of 

our wind research project, including how to assess your wind speed, here:  
https://talybontenergy.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/micro-wind-generation-information-sheet.pdf 
 

Meanwhile, we are always open and eager to chat to local community groups or businesses who have energy  

generating or energy reducing ideas with which we might be able to help. 

info@talybontenergy.co.uk  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/6067616966616092
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cj0zvpn2pvjo
https://talybontenergy.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/micro-wind-generation-information-sheet.pdf
https://talybontenergy.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/micro-wind-generation-information-sheet.pdf
mailto:info@talybontenergy.co.uk
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The Community Council’s Biodiversity and Climate Change sub-committee is always  

working hard to fulfil the Council’s obligations to comply with the Nature Recovery Action Plan 

Wales – the Biodiversity Strategy for Wales, and have a duty to report their activities under the 

Biodiversity and resilience of ecosystems duty (Section 6). 

The Community Council’s sub-committee have been working closely with County Councillor 

Raiff Devlin to bring about a public meeting to discuss the harvest of the forestry at  

Dan y Wenallt, with concerns having been raised about the impact this will have on flooding 

and the local environment. A date will be announced shortly. Please attend if you can. 

The canal lifting bridge was closed for maintenance at the end of March and, prior to this,  
councillors had lobbied the Canal & River Trust to provide an alternative footbridge crossing for 
local residents. This did not come to fruition as the CRT cited financial constraints. Since the 
repair and reopening of the bridge the Council have been told that the following repairs were 
completed: 
 
i) Left and right-hand pivots were replaced and mounted with correct fixings (high strength  

friction grip bolts). 
ii) Pivot pins were re-used. 
iii) Damaged section of rigid hydraulic pipework under bridge deck was replaced. 
iv) The plate size on the hinge brackets was increased to give greater clearance at the tail end 

of the bridge. 
 
The works cost around £47k to complete. Canal & River Trust will be inspecting and  
maintaining the bridge in accordance with the Asset Inspection Programme to ensure the bridge 
remains in good working condition. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Community Council wish to remind all residents and visitors to the area that  
DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON THE PLAYING FIELDS  

TALYBONT-ON-USK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

TEA and CHAT 

The group meets on the first Monday of the month at 3pm and is 

going from strength to strength. It is not unusual now to have up to 

20 participants alongside the volunteers. 

 

Come along for a cup of tea, slice of home-made cake and a catch up. 
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WELSH LEARNERS’ CORNER 
CORNEL Y CYMRAEG 

 

Croeso 
 

Mae tipyn bach mwy o Gymraeg i chi ymarfer − a little bit  

of Welsh for you to practise. Don't forget, if you want to practise 

and use your Welsh more just pop along to our meet ups,  

Friday morning, 10.30-12.00 in the White Hart, Talybont.  

Croeso cynnes i bawb. In the meantime, try these sentences  

I have put together: 
 

1. Wnest ti’r siopa ar y ffordd adre? – Woo-nest-teer-shop-pa-arr-ur-for-th-ah-dreh – Did you do the  

shopping on the way home? 

2. Do – doh – Yes, I did. 

3. Naddo – na-thor – No, I didn’t. 

4. Wnest ti’r llestri neithiwr? – woo-nest-teer-lles-tree-nay-th-iwr – Did you do the dishes last night? 

5. Wnest ti’r gwaith tŷ ddoe? – woo-nest teer-gwa-ith-tee-th-oi – Did you do the house work  

yesterday? 

6. Wnest ti ginio? – woo-nest-tee-g-in-ior? – Did you make dinner? 

7. Wnest ti frechdan gaws Heddiw? – woo-nest-tee-bre-ch-dan-gaw-ss-heth-ee – Did you make  

a cheese sandwich today? 

8. Wnest ti gawl? – woo-nest-tee-gawl – Did you make soup? 

9. Wnest ti gacen siocled? – woo-nest tee-gac-en-shoc-led – Did you make a chocolate cake? 

10. Wnest ti goffi? – woo-nest-tee-gof-fee – Did you make a coffee? 
 

Did you notice you can use ‘Wnest ti…?’ to ask ‘Did you make…?’ or ‘Did you do…?’ 
 

Hwyl am y dro 

Rhian 

USK VALLEY GARDENING ASSOCIATION (UVGA) 
 

The latest indoor meeting of the UVGA was held in the Henderson Hall on Thursday, 17th April, when the guest 

speaker was Dr Roy Bailey-Wood who gave an excellent illustrated talk on wild orchids native to Wales.  

His presentation was supported by pictures of wild orchids growing in their natural habitats, which included  

wildflower meadows, coastal areas of South Wales, the Elan Valley, wetlands of Mid Wales, and coastal areas  

of Anglesey and North Wales. The diverse types shown included Marsh, Spotted, Pyramidal and Bee Orchids, each 

with its own markings to attract insect visitors. 
 

Interestingly, because orchids have no food reserves in their seeds, their main method of propagation is with the 

help of soil fungi with which they have a symbiotic relationship. We were informed that the best months to see  

orchids in flower are May and June. Indoor meetings will restart in September, but in the meantime outdoor  

activities have been arranged as shown: 
 

For further information contact: 

Keith Holgate (Chairman) 

Keith@SKholgate.plus.com 

Linda Windham (Programme Secretary) 

lindawindham9@gmail.com 

Gareth Davies 

gebdavies@btinternet.com 

3rd May −  Plant sale at the Henderson Hall 

23rd May −  Visit to Treberfydd Nursery and Walled Garden 

20th June −  Visit to Maes Y Berllan Farm and Garden, Gilwern 

4th July −  Garden Party at Chairman's home 

25th July −  Visit to Gilestone Market Garden 

mailto:Keith@SKholgate.plus.com
mailto:lindawindham9@gmail.com
mailto:gebdavies@btinternet.com
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The next Talybont Tombles litter pick will take place on Saturday 14th June at 10am. 

Meeting at Henderson Hall. New members are always welcome − equipment will be provided. 
 

Fiona Morris (Organiser)  Fionam25@btinternet.com   07971 787817 

The Talybont Tombles 
 

The first Talybont Tombles group litter pick of 2025 took place on Saturday 12th April. It was lovely to see so many 

Talybont residents return from last year. The first pick of each year is often quite fruitful in terms of being able to 

see and reach litter often hidden when the hedgerows have grown back later in the spring. Thirteen adults helped 

on Saturday morning, with Gerry Blake and Sandra Briskham also covering designated areas over the weekend.  

I think we were all relieved the dry weather had continued and we avoided any April showers. 
 

Gerry Blake had kindly covered the road from Talybont (covering Gilestone Cottages) to Pencelli, returning along 

the canal, the previous day. Driving that road each day, it’s a huge improvement. Sandra covered her usual spot of 

Maesmawr Lane and the estate, collecting very little. 
 

Craig Burdon was ‘pumped’ to tackle the canal bank from Beniah Bridge 145 to Ashford Tunnel, returning along the 

road. He collected a decent amount of litter, some of which had probably been around for some time, but had  

previously been hidden and out of sight. 
 

Mark Windham covered the areas around the back of the bus stop and Canol Pentre – front and back. Huw Morgan 

took the car up to Talybont Reservoir, collecting a bag of litter across the dam wall and walking the road to Aber 

Village and back to the dam. Lisa Preece covered the road from Pwllwhead Farm to Aber Village, returning with  

a very heavy bag of vodka bottles, broken pottery and general litter. 
 

Clare and Mike Wright covered the drawbridge, Cui, Cross Oak triangle, which 

turned into quite a workout, with Mike recovering a large amount of cider cans 

and other discarded litter from inside the top of the hedges. Clearly some 

effort had gone into throwing it up there in the first place!!! 
 

Julia Watkins and Stephen Broom covered the Henderson Hall playing fields 

and MUGA, whilst Sue Large and I covered the Henderson Hall car park,  

children’s play area and Penpentre. There were only small amounts of litter  

collected and some Peppa Pig packaging that would not fit in the bin! Thanks 

to Julia and Stephen for recycling all of the cardboard. 
 

It was lovely to have Odile Troffigue join us again from Bwlch. Odile also picks 

litter with other groups in the area, and on this occasion kindly covered the 

Dram road, thankfully collecting limited amounts of litter. Dawn and Rob 

Goodwin covered the Orchard Trail, collecting relatively small amounts, but 

again locating litter that had probably been previously hidden. 
 

Gareth and Eirona Davies took on their regular route through the village and along Station Road to the A40,  

collecting another heavy bag of rubbish. The majority of this was found at the old turn off to the A40, where people 

often park up for their lunch and appear to throw their litter onto the ground or into the grass. We may need  

to review the litter bin provision. 
 

In total we collected nine bags of rubbish. Not all were full, however we collected more than in some of our more 

recent litter picks. The village is looking sparkling. Thank you to all that helped collect litter over that weekend, and 

to all of you that regularly pick-up litter when you are out and about. 

mailto:Fionam25@btinternet.com
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Church Notes 
 

The Beacons Churches (Cantref, Llanfrynach, Llanhamlach, Llansantffraed, Llandetty and 

Llanfeugan)  are part of the Brecon and Epynt Ministry Area. 
 

Local Clergy: 
Revd Liz Bramley (Curate) liz.bramley@icloud.com  Tel: 01874 665267 
Team leader Revd Dr Gill Todd gbtodd@btinternet.com  Tel: 01874 610902 
Ministry area website:   www.breconandepyntma.org.uk  
 

CHURCH SERVICES - USUAL PATTERN 
 

1st Sunday of the month 
10am Holy Communion at Llanfrynach 
 

2nd Sunday of the month 
10am Holy Communion at Llanfeugan 
11am Family Church at the Henderson Hall 
 

3rd Sunday of the month 
10am Holy Communion at Llansantffraed 
10am Holy Communion at Cantref 
 

4th Sunday of the month 
10am Holy Communion at Llandetty 
10am Holy Communion at Llanhamlach 
 

5th Sunday of the month (when it occurs) 
Services will vary - see local information  
 

CONCERTS IN JUNE and JULY 
 

Sunday 18th May, 3pm 
Gwent Chamber Orchestra Concert 
Llanfeugan Church 
Works by Handel, Elgar, Dag Wiren, Gluck and Vivaldi 
Tickets £10 at the door 
(See page 11) 
 

Sunday 27th July, 3pm 
Harp and Poetry Concert 
Llansantffraed Church 
With guest poets Rowan Williams and Hilary Davies, and local harpist 
Martha Powell 
Details from  Mervyn Bramley (mervyn.bramley@icloud.com), and on 
local noticeboards and social media.  

We may occasionally have to make 

changes to services. You will find 

full and up to date details of  

services and events on the church 

and community noticeboards, on 

our website, and also on our  

Facebook page, Churches around 

Talybont. All are welcome to our 

services and events.  

mailto:liz.bramley@icloud.com
mailto:gbtodd@btinternet.com
http://www.breconandepyntma.org.uk/
mailto:mervyn.bramley@icloud.com
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News from Llansantffraed Church 
 

Successful Henry Vaughan Memorial Choral Evensong on April 27th 
Annually, on the nearest Sunday to his death on the 23rd of April 1695, the life and legacy of Henry 
Vaughan is celebrated at Llansantffraed Church with a Memorial Choral Evensong. Interestingly, 
Henry Vaughan died on the same date as Shakespeare and what is usually St George’s Day (but was 
not this year as Anglicanism changed the date to the 28th of April so that no saint’s day can fall in the 
week before or after Easter).  
 

The choir of St Mary’s Priory, Abergavenny, sung most beautifully, 
and an interesting address was given by Dr Erik Ankerberg from 
Concordia University Wisconsin and Ann Arbor on Vaughan’s  
poem The Dawning, before there was a procession up the newly 
re-laid path – financed in part by the Brecknock Society, the 
Vaughan Association and local supporters – to the grave of Henry 
Vaughan, where a reading was given of Siegfried Sassoon’s At the 
Grave of Henry Vaughan. There was also a chance to remember 
the legacy of the late Helen Gichard, who edited in 1995  
a successful selection of Henry Vaughan’s poems illustrated with 
photographs by Godfrey Harris (this publication is available for 
purchase from the church), and who organised over many years 
this annual event. We were lucky with the weather and many  
people enjoyed sitting outside in the spring sunshine for  
afternoon tea after the event.  
 

Hilda Vaughan − a celebration in June 
On Saturday the 14th of June at 3pm we will be holding an event to mark the  
centenary of the publication of the first novel by the successful Builth Wells-born 
author, Hilda Vaughan (1892-1985), with experts on Hilda Vaughan’s work from 
the University of South Wales.  
 

Hilda Vaughan was a friend of Dylan Thomas. Her novels are mainly set in Mid 
Wales – largely Radnorshire – and tend of focus on rural communities and female 
heroines. Please save the date for this unique event which will be followed  
by refreshments.  

 

Henry Vaughan pottery available now 
Local potter, Rhian Young, has produced a beautiful range of Henry Vaughan  
illustrated pottery which is available to purchase from Talybont Stores. 
 

Call for volunteers and support  
Interested in finding out how you can support the continued operation  
of Llansantffraed Church and get more involved? We always need help. Contact 
Will Hutton: huttonwill2@hotmail.com or on 01874 676640. 

Enjoying afternoon tea in the sunshine 

mailto:huttonwill2@hotmail.com
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Talybont on Usk and District WI 
 

All change in 2025, our January meeting was in the middle of a cold spell of weather and many members had 
coughs and colds. So when the speaker contacted us to say she too had a cold a decision was made to postpone the 
talk to another date. We look forward to welcoming Caroline Danby to talk about her work with Monty Don on  
another occasion. 
 

Our February speaker, Catherine Evans, talked about homeopathy. She was passionate about the subject and  
inspired us to think about alternative ways to treat illness without always popping a pill. She has had great success 
with her methods over the many years she has been practising. 
 

March brought with it another problem, our speaker, Svitlana Kozmin, who was due to talk to us about her painting 
journey, ‘Ukraine to Wales’, had damaged her arm making it impossible to drive from Swansea. Mr Jude  
Chambers (Major Rtd), a colleague of one of our members, stepped in to fill the gap. This he did ably, talking about 
his life as an army nurse. His title may have been nurse, but the work he carried our during his service in the army 
was varied and exciting, and hardly what we would have thought of as the job of a nurse. 
 

April, we were back on track with our advertised programme of a speaker from CREDU, our chosen charity for 
2024. Jane Fletcher and Karen Birkenhead, Brecknockshire Credu Outreach Workers, delivered very passionate 
talks on their work in the county. Jane Fletcher works with Young Carers and Karen Birkenhead with Adult Carers. 
Credu means ‘believe’ in Welsh. It provides many aspects of support to individuals of unpaid carers of all ages in 
many different ways, from practical help in the form of respite, to support groups and emotional help. The short 
video shown featured young carers telling their stories about the support they are receiving. 
 

Also in April some of our members completed the Three Castles Walk, which they did in separate sections.  
The weather was sensational and the ladies had a great time. 
 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday May 14th when we will welcome Mr John Webb of Webb's in Crickhowell. He is 
an excellent speaker who I am sure will have many amusing stories to tell. 
 

June is our summer outing month, but due to the popularity of the garden we are going  

to − High Glanau Gardens in Monmouthshire − this will be on July 4th. This is a Henry  
Tipping garden that Pat Wilkie, a previous speaker, spoke about in 2023.   
 

July we will welcome Clare Wright to teach us how to bake bread, which we will all have  
a go at and hope to enjoy fresh bread for our breakfast the next day. 
 

If you would like to come along to a meeting please do, the second Wednesday of each 
month, held in the Henderson Hall, Talybont on Usk at 7pm. 

CHAPEL SERVICES  
Start at 10.30am 

  

 
 

A warm welcome is extended to everyone 

Aber   Benaiah   

May 4th
 Ms Janet Russell May 18th

 Mr Ifor Williams 

June 8th
 Mrs Penny Robinson     

July 6th
 Mr Ifor Williams July 20th

 Ms Janet Russell 

August 3rd
 Mrs Liz Tadd August 17th

 Mrs Liz Matthews 



 

 

Page 13 

 

Three Castles Walk 
 
During 2024, Talybont WI had a series of inspirational speakers who had cycled, walked and run in various 
parts of the world. This motivated us to organise a much lower key challenge as we decided to attempt 
the Three Castles Walk, taking in Grosmont, White and Skenfrith Castles. In April, five members were able 
to walk two-thirds of the 19-mile walk. We felt a great sense of achievement plus enjoyed the feeling of 
well being that it gave.  
 

We are already planning the 2026 walk. 

 

Girl Guiding 

4th Brecon Brownie Unit 

For girls seven to ten years of  age 
 

Meet Mondays during term time at Kensington Church Hall,  

Brecon, 5.30 to 7pm. 

 

Please contact Jenny on 07557 016019 for more information. 



 

 

   
Many thanks to the volunteers and Talybont Stores for 
their continued help with the distribution of this  
newsletter. Also to the individuals, groups and societies 
who have contributed articles for this edition. 

Talybont Matters is a  

Community Council Publication 

Editor’s Note 

In compliance with the provisions of the Legal Deposit Libraries Act 2013, this 

issue of Talybont Matters will be sent to the National Library of Wales  

for archiving as part of the Library’s national collection. 

This edition edited by: 

 David MacDonald 

 

Please email articles and suggestions to:  

talybontmattersnews@gmail.com  

Page 14 Talybont Matters 

VE Story from the Usk 
The 80th Anniversary of the Allied Victory in Europe is approaching. Nearly 40 years ago, I was fortunate 

enough to have as a friend Major Thomond O’Brien Horsford MC of the 11th Hussars, an officer whose  

reconnaissance squadron was most regrettably responsible for delaying the German surrender to Field 

Marshal Montgomery on Lüneberg Heath, 4th May 1945. 
 

After the war, ‘Toby’ owned a mile of fishing rights on the left bank of the Usk. In 1987, while standing on 

the bank teaching me how to cast, he told me his story of Victory in Europe: 
 

After the surrender of Hamburg on 30th April 1945,  

Toby’s reconnaissance squadron of the 11th Hussars 

was leading the 11th Armoured Division’s drive towards 

the Danish border, aiming to get there before our allies, 

the Red Army, with a German surrender rumoured.  

A signal was received ordering Toby to halt and stand 

by for ‘Enemy Super Sunray’ to pass through his lines 

the next morning. Shortly after dawn, a very dusty  

Mercedes staff car cautiously approached. As Toby  

languidly related, “A chap in a sailor-suit was sitting in 

the back”. Toby’s men searched the four German  

officers and sent them on their way under escort to 

Monty’s HQ. 
 

A couple of hours later, an agitated G2 staff officer from 

Monty’s HQ roared up in his Humber. Jumping out, he 

addressed Toby, “A German Admiral is refusing to sign 

the surrender document because one of your chaps has stolen his watch.” “Oh dear!” said Toby.  

He walked across to his Dingo scout car and spoke to his signaller, “Sergeant! Is it at all possible that the 

chap in the sailor suit mislaid his watch when he passed through this morning?” 
 

“Um… umm… dunno, sir. Umm… maybe… um… see we…er… um… put all… er… um… lost watches into this 

’ere bag. Maybe it’s in ‘ere.” Looking guilty, he handed a haversack full of watches up to Toby. 
 

And that’s how General-Admiral Hans-Georg von Friedeburg, the C-in-C of the German Navy, recovered 

his watch and became willing to surrender all German armed forces in the Netherlands, Northwest  

Germany and Denmark, to Field Marshal Montgomery. 

− Seamus Hamill-Keays Sqn Ldr RAF (Rtd) 

Daimler Dingo Scout Car, 11th Hussars, Germany 1945  

mailto:talybontmattersnews@gmail.com

