Newsletter for Talybont-on-Usk, Aber, Buckland, Cross Oak, Llandetty, Llansantffraed, Pencelli and Scethrog

Subscribe to this newsletter in full colour at
www.talybont.org/our-newsletter.html

Brecon Beacons

Scethrog Lights On!

On a lovely evening at the end of November, residents of Scethrog gathered in the centre of the village to
celebrate the switching on of our festive lights. Hot chocolate and mulled wine accompanied mince pies
and baklava, which all went down very well. We were even graced by the presence of a very early
snowman! The village thanks go to Steve and Pam who put in the work setting up the lights.
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Aber and Benaiah Chapel Members of Aber Chapel were very
Services at 10.30am despondent when they arrived at the

January service to find a lot of the coping
stones from the wall had been stolen.

Benaiah February 23t led by Mrs Rebecca Games
March 234 led by Mrs Penny Robinson | Some of these stones were put in place

April 20t led by Mrs Liz Tadd when the Chapel was built in 1762 and
will never be replaced. Instead, a cheaper
Aber April 6t led by Ms Sue Lauler concrete substitute will have to be used to

prevent water getting into the wall and

Everyone is welcome to an hour of quiet reflection and | deter any future thieves.

an opportunity to hear an address with a message that | An¢ jnformation would be gratefully
gives food for thought. received.
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Henderson Hall

Ukrainian Party

Henderson Hall hosted a Ukrainian party at the end of December and it was a huge success. It’s a
particularly tough time of year for many, so to see the fun and to hear the laughter — especially from the
children — was a real joy. Our hopes are with theirs for a peaceful resolution in Ukraine in 2025.

y

eee Diary Date: Thursday g™ May ¢ Henderson Hall V.E. Day Celebration ¢ Details to be confirmed eee

Children’s New Year’s Party

In January, we held a children’s New Year’s party at Henderson Hall. We were very fortunate to have the
Mikhno family, who put on a spectacular ribbon show for everyone to join in! The best time was had by
all, as you can see from the photographs.
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TALYBONT-ON-USK COMMUNITY COUNCIL

A big thank you to all those who contributed to the Community Forum on the
14*» November. The event was well supported and heard updates about proposed local
changes in health provision and more general developments within Powys County
Council from Carl Cooper, chair of Powys Teaching Health Board and James Gibson-Watt,
leader of the County Council. They both took questions and contributed to the small
group discussions which followed. A particular thanks to them for taking the time to
speak at this event, and to County Councillor Sian Cox and her facilitators for their input.

A draft transcript of the five-group discussion is now available on the Community Council
website (talybont.org) and Facebook page. We are inviting those who attended the
meeting to review the transcripts to ensure they are a fair record of the discussions, if not
they can be amended. We would also appreciate any comment on the potential action
points, whether people attended or not, and which points are viewed as most important.
Please pass on any comments via this email address, talybontcc@gmail.com. The Council
would like to identify and pursue some of these action points over the next year.

Talybont on Usk Energy has kindly allocated £2,000 for local projects. This money will be
distributed via the Community Council. Details of the terms of the grant are available on
the Community Council noticeboards, website and Facebook page. Application is to the
Council by letter or email by the end of March. All ages are invited to apply.

Thank you all who participated in the Biodiversity Challenge over the summer. If you
were unable to register for iRecord and join the ‘Activity’, please contact Nina or Clare at
cllr.nina.krauzewicz@gmail.com or talybontcc@gmail.com to send your records through.

The Council continues to meet monthly and members of the community are always
welcome to attend and, if you wish, participate in the public session.

www.talybontonusk.wales
Go to this website to view a comprehensive collection of photographs
and text offering a fascinating pictorial look at the past of our
community. Contributions from local residents and others have made it
possible to create a unique record of subjects relating to geology, land
use, settlements, history from the Bronze Age to the present, churches
and chapels, and industry.

Talybont

Llanfeugan
e Aber

Unfortunately, the life of this resource could be ending as the funding of
£200 to keep it on the internet is ending early this year. Any potential
sponsors or ideas to keep it going would be most welcome. I can be
contacted via the email address on the website. — John Jones
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WELSH LEARNERS’ CORNER
CORNEL Y CYMRAEG

Shwmae pawb, | thought you might like a little conversation
to practice, mwynheuwch, diolch Rhian.

R. Noswaith Dda — Nos-waith-thar — Good Evening

S. Noswaith dda, Sian dw i, pwy dych chi? — Nos-waith-
thar, Sian-do-ee-poi-duc-ch-hee — Good evening, | am
Sian, who are you?

R. Rhian dw i — Rhi-an-do-ee — | am Rhian

S. Sut dych chi Rhian? — Sit-duc-ch-ee-Rhi-an — How are you Rhian?

R, Ofnadwy — of-nad-oi — Terrible!

S. O na! Beth sy’n bod? — O-na-beth-seen-board — Oh no, what’s the matter?

R. Dim byd, dw i’'n dysgu Cymraeg, dw i’'n ymarfer ‘ofnadwy’ — dim-bead-dween, dus-gy-come-
ri-hg-dween-ur-mar-fer-ur-of-nad-oi — Nothing, I'm learning Welsh, | am practising ‘ofnadwy’

S. Dw I'n dysgu Cymraeg hefyd — Dween-dus-gy-come-ri-hg-hef-id — | am learning Welsh too

R. Dych chi eiaiau mynd i caffi i gael paned? — Duc-ch-ee-eye-shy-min-d-ee-caffi-ee-guy-el-pan-
ed — Do you want to go to the café to have a cuppa?

S. Ydw wir, Syniad da, diolch — Ur-do-weir-sun-nee-add-da-dee-ulc — Yes (really), good idea,
thank you.

Talybont on Usk and District WI

Talybont WI finally celebrated our 90" year at our AGM in November. We did it
in style, with a beautifully decorated cake by our member Christina Gale
and a glass of Prosecco. We enjoyed good company and reminisced looking at old
photographs. There certainly have been some characters over the years!

December, we went to Peterstone Court as it had been such a successful
venue last year. The Court was beautifully decorated and provided a magical
setting for our Christmas dinner. The food was once again superb. Sue Thomas
challenged us to dig deep into our memories of nursery rhymes to solve the
annual quiz. It was a very good evening.

We have been busy putting together our programme for 2025. It contains
a good mix of interesting speakers, a hands on bread-making session, a trip out
and, finally, our annual Christmas dinner. In addition to our meetings there is talk
of doing the Three Castles Walk near Abergavenny. We would complete this
in sections, as a sponsored walk for charity. Watch this space.

Sadly our January meeting had to be postponed due to the speaker and the host being ill with the flu — other

members were also not well. In addition, given the freezing temperatures, it was with
great regret that a decision then had to be taken to cancel the meeting. Hopefully we will
be able to rearrange for Caroline Danby to talk at some later date about her work
in horticulture and working with Monty Don.

In February we will be welcoming a guest speaker who will be talking about homeopathy.

She currently practises in Aberystwyth. Others are very welcome to join us to listen to this
or any other of our speakers, with no obligation to join.

For more information contact Penny Morgan on 01874 665283 INSPIRING WUMEN
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The Talybont Tombles

Saturday 9™ November 2024 saw a fabulous fourteen adults and two
children attend the final Talybont Tombles litter pick of 2024. It was

even dry, which was a rare occasion in November. It was lovely to see
¥ some new faces as well as the return of some regulars. Also assisting
¥ over the weekend was Sandra Briskham, who covered the area
! of Maesmawr Lane and Close.

) , Anne Jeans took on the canal bank to Ashford Tunnel, returning along

~ 2 80- the road, collecting very little litter along the canal, but some
discarded waste along the road. Following the canal in the opposite direction, Julie and Craig Burdon
covered the canal down to Cross Oak, finishing off on the bank directly behind the bus stop.

Julia Watkins and Stephen Broom covered the Cross Oak triangle, starting from the lift bridge and
following the road to Cui, Cross Oak and back to the village. Newbies Joanne and Peter Edwards, with
children Sam and Noah, joined Debbie Mees targeting the areas of the playing fields, Henderson Hall car
park and the canal bank behind Canol Pentre. There was very little litter thanks to the team who cleared
up after the firework display, but they did recover a stray rocket from the canal bank!

Rob Goodwin covered the Orchard Trail, whilst Mark Windham kindly took on the Dram Road, across the
dam and returning along the road via Aber village. Sue Large collected very little litter from around Canol
Pentre and along the road up to Gilestone Cottages. Gareth and Eirona Davies took on their regular route
through the village and along Station Road to the A40, collecting half a bin bag of litter, which included
a bag of assorted old clothing pushed into the hedge. This was in addition to a carrier bag of rubbish
collected a couple of days previous at the top end of Station Road.

In total, our collected litter amounted to seven bags on the day, which, although an increase on the
previous organised events, remains low and the winter months do afford more opportunities to identify
litter in the hedgerow that would have previously been hidden. Thankfully, general fly tipping is not
a significant issue for us in Talybont, although a small number of incidents have been reported around the
dam and the fisherman’s car park in the last few years. Let’s hope the changes to the operating of the
recycling centre in Brecon don’t impact on that in 2025. If you do identify incidents of fly tipping, please
report via the Powys County Council website, https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/4073/Report-fly-tipping

Thank you to Clair Morrow and her sister Elaine, who collected a full bag of rubbish during the period
between Christmas and New Year, targeting the areas of Aber village up to the dam road to the
fisherman’s car park, and who continue with the emptying of the dog poo bin at Ty Henry Vaughan
Garden. Also, a big thank you to Talybont Community Council for providing replacement and additional
litter pickers, and to Martyn Davies for the high-viz jackets and gloves our litter pickers wear. Finally, the
biggest thank you goes to all the volunteers who attend the organised Talybont Tombles’ events and to
those who also pick litter on an ad hoc basis, helping to keep Talybont on Usk and the surrounding area a
beautiful place to live and visit. | look forward to meeting up in 2025.

The first Talybont Tombles litter pick of 2025 will take place on Saturday 12th April at 10am.
Meeting at Henderson Hall. New members are always welcome — equipment will be provided.

Fiona Morris (Organiser) Fionam25@btinternet.com 07971 787817
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Last November, Talybont Energy
offered twenty-five electrically-
SN T IN 11| heated throws free to any older
! : ¢ N1 N T members of our community who
TALYEBONT AR \WYSC, | were feeling chilly and were keen
for help to stay warm this winter.
The original offer was taken up so quickly that we ordered another ten! The offer is now over,
at least for this winter. The feedback we have received has been overwhelmingly positive, with
recipients saying what a difference the extra warmth has made, some even having found they
could turn their central heating down or not need to use additional heating. As well as helping
people stay warm, the throws only use 160 watts, meaning you can heat yourself for about eight
hours for the same energy/cost as one hour running an electric
convection or fan heater to heat the room.

Meanwhile, we continue our hunt for a trustworthy and experienced
local provider of sustainable heating advice, tailored to individual
properties, that we can recommend. We are also delighted to have
helped co-fund the recent installation of new, upgraded EV chargers
at Henderson Hall. As well as the hall being a fantastic facility
for all of us, we can be proud of it being a recognised
exemplar of a sustainable energy building. Thanks to the Henderson |
Hall committee for their hard work attracting funds and all the
administration behind the scenes in making this a reality.

Living Nativity brings Christmas story to life

On Christmas Eve more than 200 people of all ages gathered in Talybont for the village’s traditional
Living Nativity, organised by the local churches and the community. The event started outside the
White Hart Inn, where Mary (played by Elsie Francis on her pony) arrived with Joseph searching for
shelter. The crowd, singing carols led by Aber farmer Glasnant Morgan, followed them as they found
no room in either of the two pubs. A villager directed them to Talybont Farm, where fortunately
farmer John Jenkins had already cleaned and prepared a large barn for the Holy Family, with rows
of hay-bale seating for the crowd.

Rhys and Sophie Guevara and their six-month-old baby,
Evie, played Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus, while Rev Liz
Bramley retold the Christmas story. Glasnant Morgan
read the poem 'Joseph's Child', which told how Joseph
faced many challenges, as families in the Middle East
still do today, and came to realise that baby Jesus
brought hope to us all. Everyone sang carols to musical
accompaniment provided by Rev Kelvin Richards and
John Eyre. Rev Liz thanked everyone who had helped
in so many different ways to make this year’s Living
Nativity a really successful and meaningful community
event, and a final collection for the Middle East
Humanitarian Appeal of the Disasters Emergency

i i The Holy Family: Travelling Mary, Elsie Francis,
Committee raised £385. with Rhys, Sophie and Evie Guevara
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USK VALLEY GARDENING ASSOCIATION (UVGA)

A full programme of meetings has been compiled for 2025 which includes speakers at indoor meetings
and visits to nearby gardens. At the February meeting the guest speaker will be Ivor Mace who is very
well known in the horticultural world for his knowledge and expertise in growing onions, leeks,
chrysanthemums, carnations and roses. This meeting is held at Bwlch Village Hall on Thursday,
20" February, commencing at 7pm, and will also be open to non-members on payment of £3 at the door.

We look forward to welcoming you to the meeting,

Gareth Davies

USK VALLEY GARDENING gV
17t" January 7pm Talk | Talybont Henderson Hall AGM
Fri Andy King — Osprey Update
20" February 7pm | Talk | Bwlch Village Hall lvor Mace — A Year in My Garden
Thu
18th March 7pm Talk | Llangynidr Village Hall Kevin Thomas — Spring in the Garden
Tue
Late April Walk | Cui Lodge, Talybont Henderson Hall Orchard Blossom walk led by Andrew Large — notification
by email when blossom at best
17" April 7Jpm Thu | Talk | Talybont Henderson Hall Dr Roy Bailey-Wood - The Native Orchids of Wales
3™ May Plant Sale, Talybont Henderson Hall Please plant up a few extra veg / flowers to donate to this
23rd May Fri Visit | Treberfydd Nursery and Walled
Garden
20" June Fri Visit | Maesyberllan Farm, Gilwern
4= July Garden Party Hosted by Keith and Ruth Holgate. Details to be confirmed
25" July 6pm Fri Visit | Gilestone Market Garden
August Village Shows
25" September Talk | Bwlch Vilage Hall Ray Woods - Spring Bulbs
Thu
17" October Fri Talk | Talybont Henderson Hall Colin Greengrass — Plants in Dry Places
18thNovember Tue | Talk | Llangynidr Village Hall Heather Dickens — Willow weaving, make a fat ball feeder
£12. Limited numbers
11" December Meal | tbe

Visits Details of times and travel arrangements for visits will be announced in due course

Membership Annual membership £10 Non-members £3 per meeting payable on the night Additional costs may apply for visits

Contact Email: uskvalleyga@zohomail.eu

*

Girl Guiding

4th Brecon Brownie Unit
For girls seven to ten years of age

Meet Mondays during term time at Kensington Church Hall, Brecon, 5.30 to 7pm

Please contact Jenny on 07557 016019 for more information.
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Bhavna's Indian Kitchen@ Canalside Cafe Talybont on Usk,
LD3 7YJ TEL: 01874618552 www.talybontstores.co.uk
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Starters

Tandoori Chicken Wings £5.95

Chicken wings marinated in hot
spicy- tandoori masala and cooked in
oven, served with hot Indian Sauce

Chicken Samosa £3.950
Flaky pastry stuffed with chicken

Vegetable Samosa £3.95 @
Flaky pastry stuffed with mixed

vegetable

Onion Bhaji £3.95 o GD
World famous snack of onion deep- fried
in a coating of gram flour batter

Paneer Tikka £4.95 @

Marinated chunks of cottage
cheese with Tandoori masala and
yogurt cooked in the oven

Aloo Chat £3.95 (&a)

Boiled potatoes/Chickpeas in a tangy
Chat Masala Sweet, sour and bit spicy
with topped with Indian savouries and
date and tamarind chutney

Patra £3.95 @ @

Patra is made from colocasia leaves
(chevu in Tulu, taro, kesuve or arbi)
stuffed with gram or rice flour and
flavourings such as spices, tamarind, and

Jaggery

Main courses

Chicken Tikka Masala £7.50

We present our exclusive recipe of
succulent chicken tikka in a smooth creamy
sauce mild & creamy!

Chicken Jalfrezi £7.00
Chicken breast cooked with a masala
of peppers and tomatoes, garnished

with fresh green chillies
and coriander (Our own recipe)

Sag Chicken £6.95
Tender pieces of chicken cooked
with spinach

Handi Chicken £7.00

Slow cooked chicken drumsticks in
the dry blend of spices with cream
and yogurt

Aloo Spinach £5.95 )

=

A delicacy of cumin tempered

potatoes cooked with tomato,

onion, Spinach and a home-made

spice mix

Mutter Paneer £6.95 &

Punjabi style Paneer cooked in a
homemade sauce with green peas

Chana Masala £5.95 ]
2 - [ vesan |
Chickpeas in a creamy sauce
fennel and cumin, with tomatoes,
garlic, ginger and coriander.

Dal Makhani £6.95 Lfgsj
Rich, aromatic black bean dal cooked
in tomato base tempered with §ar ic
and ginger topped with coconu
cream.

4
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Church Notes

The Beacons Churches (Cantref, Llanfrynach, Llanhamlach, Llansantffraed, Llandetty and Llanfeugan)
are part of the Brecon and Epynt Ministry Area.

Local Clergy:

Revd Kelvin Richards (Priest) kelvinrichards@cinw.org.uk Tel: 07396 725577
Revd Liz Bramley (Curate) liz.bramley@icloud.com Tel: 01874 665267
Revd Dr Gill Todd (MA Leader) gbtodd@btinternet.com Tel: 01874 610902

USUAL MONTHLY CHURCH SERVICE PATTERN
1* Sunday of the month
10am Holy Communion at Llanfrynach Church

2nd Sunday of the month We may occasionally have to make
10am Holy Communion at Llanfeugan Church changes to services. You will find
11am Family Church at the Henderson Hall full and up to date details of
3rd Sunday of the month services and events on the church
10am Holy Communion at Llansantffraed Church and community noticeboards, and

10am Holy Communion at Cantref Church

4th Sunday of the month

10am Holy Communion at Llandetty Church
10am Holy Communion at Llanhamlach Church
5th Sunday of the month (when it occurs)
10am Holy Communion at a different church each time (see below)

SERVICES AND EVENTS DURING LENT: Ash Wednesday is 5 March, when there’s a 10am Holy
Communion service at Llanfrynach Church to mark the occasion. We also hope to run a Lenten
study course and hold a number of Lent Lunches during the season of Lent. When plans are
finalised details will be published on our Facebook Page and in the weekly notice sheet,
or simply contact Revd Kelvin Richards.

SPECIAL SERVICES FOR MOTHERING SUNDAY: Mothering Sunday is on Sunday 30" March this
year (this is a 5t Sunday of the month as it happens). There will be special services to mark the
occasion at the following times and places:

also on our Facebook page Churches
around Talybont. All are welcome to

our services and events.

10am Mothering Sunday Service at Llandetty Church
3pm Mothering Sunday Service at Cantref Church

PALM SUNDAY, GOOD FRIDAY & EASTER DAY:

Palm Sunday 13" April

10am Holy Communion and Blessing of Palms at Llansantffraed Church
11am Family Church and Blessing of Palms at the Henderson Hall

Good Friday 18" April

10am at Llanfrynach Church and 2pm at Llansantffraed Church
Easter Sunday 20" April

10am Holy Communion at Cantref Church

10am Holy Communion at Llanfeugan Church

All welcome.

Issue 88 Page 9



mailto:kelvinrichards@cinw.org.uk
mailto:liz.bramley@icloud.com
mailto:gbtodd@btinternet.com

News from Llansantffraed Church

William Retlaw Jefferson Williams (1863-1944) and
Alice Matilda Langland Williams ‘Alys Mallt, Y
Fonesig Mallt Williams’ (1867-1950)

In the last edition of Talybont Matters | asked if anyone knew
of any notable people buried in Llansantffraed churchyard
apart from the great seventeenth century poet Henry Vaughan
(1621-1695). | am grateful to Seamus Hamill-Keays for pointing
out the grave of William Retlaw Jefferson Williams of Brynoyre.
Williams was born at Aberclydach House in Aber to
a distinguished family. One of his sisters Alice Matilda / Alys
Mallt, also known as Mally, was the second person to join the
Urdd y Delyn when it was established in 1896 and a significant
supporter of the National Eisteddfod, Urdd Gobaith Cymru and |
Plaid Cymru. Along with her sister Gwenfreida, she published
two interesting novels, One of the Royal Celts (1889) Mmjss Mally Williams, Y Fonesig Mallt
and A Maid of Cymru (1901). Her ashes were buried Williams, atthe 1904 National Eisteddfod
at Llansantffraed after her death in 1950. in Rhyl

William Retlaw Jefferson Williams was a solicitor who practised
in Brecon and Talybont, but his main interest was historical
research and he wrote a number of books focusing on the history
of parliamentary representation of individual counties, and
published The Parliamentary History of the Principality of Wales,
1541-1895 (Brecon, 1895). He also carried out genealogical
research and sold books from his home in Brynoyre, and
published between 1905 and 1907 the journal Old Wales, which is
available digitally in its entirety from the National Library of Wales.
While parts of Old Wales are, frankly, quite obscure, it is
interesting to see how subscribers used the journal to seek
answers to their specific questions on Welsh history or to share
their insights in a collaborative manner. For instance, Ferro asks
‘Can anyone give information as to Rees Williams of Park Lettice,
mentioned in the will of Robert Walbeff of Llanhamlach 1580, on
page 454 of Jones’ Breconshire?’ In response to an article on
Welsh inn signs, Willam Retlaw Williams himself notes that ‘In the
village of Talybont, Breconshire, stands an old-fashioned inn,
formerly called Seren Gomer, with a star painted on its signboard,
but on the death of the owner proprietor about 20 years ago the name was altered to The Star’. The
curious name Retlaw is Walter spelt backwards. William Retlaw Williams’ research notes for his
Parliamentary History of the Principality of Wales, 1541-1895, are now held by Yale University Library.
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Upcoming events at Llansantffraed Church for spring:

St Brigid’s Day Open House, Saturday 1°* of February, 10.30am to 1.30pm

Join us to celebrate our patron St Brigid/Sant Ffraed/Saint Bride with poetry and crafts. A chance to
look around the church, which is usually locked, at your leisure and enjoy Irish refreshments at this
free event.

St David’s Day Lunch, Saturday 1% of March,12.30pm to 2pm

We are planning a simple soup lunch with Welsh cakes and music at the church to mark St David’s
Day, which this year falls on a Saturday. This is a free event with donations gratefully received for the
continued operation of the church.

Unicorn Singers Natural Wonders Concert: A celebration of creation's beauty and

the poetry of Henry Vaughan, Sunday 9" of March, 7pm

Henry Vaughan is well known as an early nature poet with at least half of his two hundred or so
extant poems making some reference to nature and fifty featuring nature prominently. The Unicorn
Singers are a choir of thirty who specialise in music from the Medievial, Renaissance and Baroque
periods, and their conductor, Stephen Marshall, has put together an exciting programme inspired by
Henry Vaughan’s love of nature. Stephen writes:

A must for all nature lovers, this event celebrates the poet Henry Vaughan: the Brecon Beacons'very
own Wordsworth! This self-styled “Swan of the Usk", whose remarkable poetry extols nature as a
means to understanding the human spirit, was educated locally in Llangattock and became rector of
Llansantffraed.

The choir will highlight his legacy and the scenic wonders of the area, with well-known settings of
Vaughan's verse by Elgar, Holst and Parry. The varied programme will also feature stunning pieces in
praise of creation itself by composers old and new, from Tallis and Purcell to Sir John Tavener and
Ola Gjeilo. There is also music in praise of the good things in life which should quite literally strike a
chord with all listeners!

Tickets at £12 (to include refreshments) are obtainable from the Unicorn Singers' website, on the
door or by telephoning 01874 676640. Proceeds to Llansantffraed Church.

Henry Vaughan Memorial Evensong, Sunday 27" of April, 3pm

Our annual Henry Vaughan Memorial Evensong commemorates the death of the Breconshire poet
and physician Henry Vaughan — the ‘Silurist’. This free event with refreshments to follow will include
an address from an expert on Henry Vaughan’s poetry and choral music, in addition to a reading of
Siegfried Sassoon’s At the Grave of Henry Vaughan beside the poet’s final resting place.

Interested in getting more involved in supporting Llansantffraed Church? We are always looking for
volunteers and also keen to hear your ideas on how to make more use of the church.

Contact Will Hutton: huttonwill2@hotmail.com | 01874 676640
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The Hill Forts of Llansantffraed

There are just under 600 ancient structures in Wales classified by the Royal Commission on Ancient and
Historical Monuments in Wales (RCAHMW) as hill forts. There are eight in the Talybont-on-Usk Parishes;
two of which are in Llansantffraed.

—— " The larger hill fort lies along the ridge of the Allt yr Esgair. Of nearly

3 ~ 13.6 acres (5)ha), it dates back to the Iron Age, from 800 BC to c.75 AD.
The remains of the ramparts of earthwork banks and ditches today,
g destroyed in places by quarrying centuries later, would once have been
impressive stone and earth revetments with a wooden defensive palisade
built on top, allowing those who occupied the hill fort to defend themselves,
and proving a formidable obstacle to attackers. Entry to the interior of the
fort was gained through well-protected entrances on the narrowing north
and south ramparts. The hill fort dominates the valley of the Usk to the west
" and the valley of the Llynfi to the east, both routes that provide access to and
from the valley of the Wye. It has extensive views in all other
directions, with mutual visibility with other large hill forts in the region.
f " A public bridleway passes through the hill fort along the spine of the ridge.
| The eastern side is closely afforested.
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‘Hi/I ﬁortﬁz ‘Ibo‘:king'orth—wst Although the ancient martial structure on the Allt yr Esgair is listed as Hill

Fort 47, the designation of ‘Hill Fort’ by RCAHMW has been applied to many

other settlements and enclosures that are unlikely to have served such an overt military purpose, but rather

as places of family and animal refuges in times of purely local difficulties. Hill Fort 46, a small enclosure of
0.21 acres (0.085ha) that lies on the edge of a natural terrace on the

south-west side of the Allt, may yet have had another purpose. It is of N
roughly horseshoe shape with an opening 30 degrees west of true north %lijzz/’/@,,//” T
and a ditch transversing the length of the area at that alignment. /////////7;"’4,
This enclosure is likely the residue of a settlement of dwellings. There is ////////
an arc of four ancient oaks on the west side, possibily the descendants o ' %
of much earlier oaks that surrounded the enclosure, forming a grove. ¥ Efg
It is not large enough to provide any significant refuge and the /// ;S\:
unprotected entrance underlines this. Maybe HF46 was the central part ////’%% o‘;%\\\
of a sacred grove of the Men of the Oaks, the Druids? N.B. HF46 lies on ////////ﬂm\\\\\\\\% )

7//) I

private farmland. '

The tribe that held sway from roughly the River Wye to the River Neath

was the Silures. They stubbornly opposed Roman penetration of their ¢ moe A
lands with significant success, including the defeat of a legion. The large ° PRS2 S s B PRI
hill forts of Breconshire would have played an important part in this. Hill Fort 46
In the early days of Emperor Nero (54-68 AD), the Romans had established a fortress at Usk (Burrium)
to accommodate Legio Il Augusta. It was built of wood, the remains of which were found under the present town
centre in the 1960s. A smaller fort at Abergavenny (Gobannium) appears to be the northern limit of their
governance until the construction of the stone fortress at Caerleon (c.75 AD) and a determined pincer-movment
campaign that finally subdued this valiant tribe. Cavalry forts were then positioned around the Brecon Beacons
to keep order, including Y Gaer (Cicucium) near Brecon and possibly a fort at the site of Maes Mawr Farm.

— Seamus Hamill-Keays
Images from Brecknock Hill Forts and Roman Remains (RCAHMW, 1986)
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An Interview with local artist Ruth Morgan of Scethrog by Peter Seaman

Congratulations on your first website featuring your paintings. When did you start painting?

| have always wanted to be an artist. My working life was invariably connected to creativity:
managing Laura Ashley shops in London; quality manager for interior designers; and over 20 years
in education. Once I'd retired, | finally had the time to formally learn to paint and draw. | went to
a number of workshops, including evening classes at Chapel Cottage Studio near Abergavenny,
with the very talented Jantien Powell, where | learnt to work in a variety of mediums.

| love your local views. What is it that inspires you?

I am so lucky to live in an area officially classed as outstandingly beautiful. Every day there is
something to marvel at and try to capture. | am particularly drawn to the lights and darks of
sunshine and shadow, as well as the reflections in water.

Can you tell me about the materials you use and the reasons that you use a particular medium?
My favourite medium is oil, it’s so versatile: it blends well; holds its colour; and can be nice and
thick. However, the downside is it does take a long time to dry. | find chalk pastels are great for
blending colours for a soft effect, but also work well for landscapes as they can be sharp and
focused too. | often use acrylics, they are very flexible and can be painted with a spatula to create
movement and depth of paint with strong hues of colour, such as seascapes.

Can you tell me which artists inspire you?

| grew up in Rome and have memories of my mother, a keen art lover, taking us children to
churches and galleries from a young age. We were particularly schooled in the paintings
and sculptures of Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci. My tastes now are quite eclectic.
| particularly like the Impressionists. | am also drawn to classical dramatic artists like Rembrandt
and Caravaggio.

Your website (www.rsmartworks.com) is very impressive. What prompted you to create it?
In my experience most galleries insist artists have a website before they will entertain displaying

work. | challenged myself to set up a website to kick start the new year of 2025 and, with initial
input from a friend’s daughter, made my deadline and found it all quite straightforward.

You are selling your paintings — well done. Do you take commissions?

The idea of the website is to showcase my current artwork for sale as well as demonstrate past
sales and commissions. | really enjoy the process and collaboration of commissions, and the
responses have been wholeheartedly positive from my clients. Please contact me directly on
rsmartworks@gmail.com to start a discussion!

(Continued overleaf)

TEA and CHAT
This is held on the first Monday of the month in the Henderson Hall at 3pm.

- All seniors are welcome to drop in for a cup of tea and a piece or two of home
, \‘,/ 7 made cake.
9

If any one has an hour to spare and would like to take a more proactive role by
helping to serve tea and chatting with guests please pop along.

The next dates are the Mondays of February 3™, March 3" and April 7™,
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https://www.rsmartworks.com

An Interview with Ruth Morgan (cont.)

Peter: Finally, we live in wonderful countryside, do you have a favourite place and, if so, why?

Ruth: My favourite local view would have to be Buckland Hill. | walk our dog there at least twice a week
and never tire of it, | must have taken hundreds of photos! Sadly the ponies are no longer there,
but | can guarantee there will be something of interest, be it bird life, foliage of trees and bracken,
wild flowers, stone walling, the sky and clouds, the light through the trees in the woodland or the
distant views. | am never disappointed!

Ruth Morgan, From Pennorth to Allt yr Esgair

r |
Talybont Matters is a Many thanks to the volunteers and Talybont Stores for
their continued help with the distribution of this
newsletter. Also to the individuals, groups and societies
who have contributed articles for this edition.

Community Council Publication

LN 7/
This edition edited by:
David MacDonald Editor’s Note
In compliance with the provisions of the Legal Deposit Libraries Act 2013, this
Please email articles and suggestions to: issue of Talybont Matters will be sent to the National Library of Wales
talybontmattersnews@gmail.com for archiving as part of the Library’s national collection.
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