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BISHOP BLESSES NEW INFORMATION BOARD IN LLANFEUGAN IN UNIQUE CEREMONY 
 

There is now a beautiful new information board in Llanfeugan churchyard, explaining some 
of the features of the church and its rich heritage, in particular the very ancient yew trees. 
Over 40 people came together, to the sound of the church bells, to celebrate its unveiling 
and blessing by Bishop John on a warm evening in October. 
 

After a short service, the people involved in the project, from the National Park and local 
craftspeople, spoke about how the board came to be, from the day the tree fell in a storm 
over a year ago, until its recreation in its new form. Most of these people lived within a few 
miles of the church, making this a true community project –  apart from the bellringers, 
two of whom had travelled from as far afield as Carmarthenshire and Herefordshire. 
 

Many thanks to all who helped prepare for this event, including the decorators of the 

church, our organist and the providers of a delicious tea.  

 Installation completed         … and finally unveiled and blessed. 
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Tabletop Sale to Raise Funds for Many Tears 
 

The sun was shining on 12th October and Henderson Hall was 
full with 18 tables, packed with treasures to be sold in order to 
raise funds for Many Tears Animal Rescue, which is a charity in 
South Wales. Its objectives are to take in and re-home  
unwanted dogs; to provide a special living environment; to help 
them adapt and to find permanent homes of their own. 
 

Local people and businesses donated prizes to a raffle,  
home-made cakes were made to sell alongside refreshments, 
and donations were contributed by stallholders. 

 

The Uskulele Band came at lunchtime to play and sing some 
popular tunes, which created a lovely atmosphere. In total,  
a whopping £1,070 was raised. Thank you to all the  
stallholders, those who donated, the Uskulele Band, and those 
who came and supported the event. 
 

Carol Williams 

Talybont on Usk and District WI 
Our speakers for September and October were two local ladies, both passionate and enthusiastic. Sarah from  

Crickhowell talked to us about her passion for marathon running and how this had come about.  

She began running while her children were young, starting small and slowly increasing her distances until now she 

is running marathons, culminating with a run in the London Marathon this year. She brought along quite  

a collection of medals that she has won over the years, each one still holding a strong memory. Sarah talked about 

the friendships she had developed within the running community, and how it is quite possible for us all to take up 

the sport. She is an advocate of the Couch to 5K initiative and Park Run. She was a very entertaining speaker. 
 

Ceri from Talybont told us about the job she loves and finds hugely rewarding. She is a fundraiser for the Multiple 

Sclerosis Society. This came about after a friend of hers was diagnosed with the disease and coincided with her 

wishing to have a change from her job of the time. Ceri told us inspiring stories of people in Wales who have been 

diagnosed, and the ground-breaking research which is being done in Swansea and Edinburgh. Funds raised go to 

support this research and also for sufferers and their families to lead full and active lives. Ceri is obviously highly 

passionate about her job. 
 

Two other events were held in Henderson Hall for our WI – both filling the village hall. We had an excellent evening 

for our group meeting where Roy Noble, the Welsh radio and television presenter, was our speaker. He regaled us 

with so many stories our heads were reeling. He hardly drew breath! This was followed by a County WI evening 

with Kate Bliss as our speaker. Kate is an antiques expert and television presenter. She has appeared on the BBC's 

Bargain Hunt, Flog It! and Secret Dealers, and has presented Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is. Kate specialises 

in jewellery and silver, and is a fellow of the Gemmological Association of Great Britain.  

She told us stories about her life as a valuer and some of the amazing items she has valued. 
 

Our November meeting will be our AGM where we will also be celebrating 90 years of  

Talybont WI. We will celebrate with cake yes, but not tea. Prosecco will be our drink  

of choice. December sees us eating and drinking again for our annual Christmas meal out. 

This year we will once again go to Peterstone Court, where we enjoyed excellent food  

and service last year. 
 

For more information contact Penny Morgan on 01874 665283 



 

 

Page 3 

An Invitation from the Community Council 
 

We expect that most people will by now be aware of the upcoming Community Forum  
meeting, detailed below. We will have the opportunity to discuss important developments  
relevant to us all, particularly around health service provision and Powys County Council 
plans. We do need to know the numbers that are going to attend, so please can we ask that 
you either email confirmation of attendance to talybontcc@mail.com or drop a note into the 
village shop. We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on 14th November. 

 

HAVE YOUR SAY 
 

An invitation to our Community Forum on 14th November  
at Henderson Hall, Talybont on Usk, 6.30 – 9pm 

 

There are important changes to local services being proposed, particularly around 
health services. We are delighted that James Gibson-Watt, leader of Powys County 
Council, and Carl Cooper, Chair of Powys Teaching Health Board, are able to join us 
for this event and explain some of what is planned. We want the information they 
give us to generate discussion in a small group setting. 
 
The evening will be introduced by John Jones, Chair of Talybont Community Council. 
This will be followed by talks by our two invited speakers. Facilitator Sian Cox will 
then introduce the small group sessions, each of which will have a facilitator. Each 
person will have the opportunity to take part in two discussion groups. 
 
Topics for discussion will be: 
 
A – Health 
B – Transport and access 
C – Tourism, its pros and cons as well as impact on local amenities 
D – Environmental and biodiversity issues 
E – Education and young people/families 
 
The group facilitators will feedback the main points from their discussions to the  
audience as a whole. Key ideas might then go forward into the development of a 
community action or place plan. There will be the opportunity to ask questions and  
a break for refreshments. 
 
It would be a great help in planning the meeting to know the numbers attending and 
which groups most interest people. Hence please confirm attendance either by email 
talybontcc@mail.com or via a paper return which can be left at Talybont Stores. 
 
The Community Council has set up this meeting so that everyone gets the  
opportunity to have their say. We look forward to welcoming you. 

mailto:Talybontcc@mail.com
mailto:Talybontcc@mail.com
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WELSH LEARNERS’ CORNER 
CORNEL Y CYMRAEG 

 

Shwmae pawb 

 

Tuesday 15th October was 'Shwmae Su'mae' Day, to celebrate  

the language, and to promote and support starting every conversation 

yn Gymraeg. Why don’t you try starting your conversations in Welsh 

with 'Shwmae' (Shoe-my) (Hello)?  

 

Here are some more sentences you may like to practise too  –  pob lwc! 
 

Ces i fy ngeni yn Aberhonddu – c-es-ee-vung-enny-un-aber-hon-thee – I was born in Brecon 

Ces i fy ngeni mewn ysbysty – c-es-ee-vung-enny-mewn-us-sput-tee – I was born in a hospital 

Ces i fy ngeni ym mis Mawrth – c-es-ee-vung-enny-um-mish-maw-ur-th – I was born in March 

Ces i fy magu mewn penpentre – c-es-ee-ver-mag-gee-mewn-pen-pen-tre – I was brought up in a village 

Ces i fy magu mewn teulu mawr – c-es-ee-ver-mag-ee-mewn-tay-lee-maw-rr – I was brought up in a big family 

Ces i fy magu yng Nghymru – c-es-ee-ver-man-ee-ung-hum-ree – I was brought up in Wales 

Ble gest ti dy eni? – blair-guess-tee-dur-enny – Where were you born? 

Ble gest ti dy fagu? – blair-guess-tee-dur-vag-ee? – Where were you brought up? 

Cawson ni ein geni yn y gwanwyn – cow-son-nee-ain-gen-nee-un-ur-gwan-win – We were born in the Spring 

Cafodd fy nhad ei eni ym mis Rhagfyr – cav-oth-vern-hard-a-enny-um-mish-rhag-feer – My dad was born  

in December 
 

Mwynhewch (enjoy) diolch Rhian 
 

Don’t forget, if you want to practise and use your Welsh, croeso cynnes i Siop Siarad Talybont in the White 

Hart, Fridays at 10.30am. 

USK VALLEY GARDENING ASSOCIATION (UVGA) 
The October meeting of the UVGA was held at Llangynidr Village Hall, where the guest speaker was Huw Evans who 

is a local volunteer for the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, whose estate covers 23,000 locations in 150 

countries and territories. The talk was entitled ‘Gardening the World’ and pictures were shown of large sites  

in France, Belgium and some Commonwealth countries. Huw spoke about the large number of volunteers who are 

responsible for their maintenance, including his own personal involvement in the care of a small number of graves 

in Llangynidr and Abergavenny. 
 

The RHS are involved in the choice of plants at many of the sites, and those chosen are mainly low  

growing hardy perennials so that the names on the gravestones are not hidden. Most of the sites are grass covered, 

but in countries such as those in the Middle East, where grass would not be suitable, drought resistant plants are  

chosen because the climate is so hot and dry. 
 

The pictures presented showed that the memorial gardens are 

maintained to a very high standard as a tribute to all those who 

lost their lives in war. 
 

The next meeting of the UVGA will be held at the Village Hall in 

Bwlch on 21st November, when Gareth Davies will give an  

illustrated talk on ‘Growing in Containers’. He will show pictures 

of how he has grown plants in window boxes, baskets and patio 

containers over the years, in addition to looking at how towns 

and villages have set up floral displays to attract visitors.  

Non-members are very welcome on payment of £3 at the door. 
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The final Talybont Tombles litter pick of 2024 will take place on Saturday 9th November at 10am. 
Meeting at Henderson Hall. New members are always welcome – equipment will be provided. 

 

Fiona Morris (Organiser)  Fionam25@btinternet.com   07971 787817 

The Talybont Tombles 
 

It was another fabulous turn out of the Talybont Tombles on the 31st August, 

with 13 adults helping clear the litter in and around the village and along the 

canal. The new litter pickers, kindly purchased by the Talybont Community 

Council, were also delivered the week before and these, together with the kind 

donation of gloves and hi-vis jackets from Martyn Davies earlier this year, 

meant our team were suitably kitted out with shiny new equipment. 
 

Gerry Blake once again took on the Talybont to Pencelli road, returning along 

the canal. This continues to be a problem area and we are grateful to Gerry for 

revisiting it between organised litter picks. Odile Troffigue, who kindly travels from Bwlch to join Talybont Tombles, 

covered the canal path to Ashford Tunnel, returning to the village via the road, collecting very small amounts of 

litter. Mike and Clare Wright focused on the Cui/Cross Oak triangle, collecting the usual discarded litter, suspected 

of having been thrown from vehicles, together with a bit of vehicle debris. 
 

Mike Smith, with assistance from myself, covered the areas of the Henderson Hall playing fields, MUGA, Children’s 

play area and car park, whilst Huw Morgan covered the Penpentre estate. There were very small amounts of litter 

collected around these areas. 
 

The previous day Gareth and Eirona Davies covered their regular area, through the village and along  

Station Road to the A40, collecting half a bag of litter. This was a bit more than usual and, in addition to this, they 

collected some temporary direction signage that had been discarded on the verge. It’s frustrating that organised 

events do not always remove signs at the conclusion of events. 
 

Lisa Preece covered the Dram Road, collecting very small amounts of litter, whilst Craig Burdon covered the area 

behind the bus stop and around Canol Pentre, as well as assisting with the majority of the team in tackling  

a significant amount of yellow ticker tape that had been dropped in the centre of the village, again following an  

organised event that had passed through on the previous days. The tape proved extremely difficult to pick up. 
 

Julia Watkins and Dawn Goodwin covered the road up to Gilestone cottages and the Orchard Trail through the 

woods at Gilestone, returning to the village, collecting approximately ¼ bag of litter. Hilary Williams covered the 

canal bank between the drawbridge and Cross Oak, again collecting very small amounts of litter. On the day, Mark 

and Linda Windham were kind enough to take on the longer route of the road from Talybont through Aber Village 

to the Dam Wall, collecting relatively small amounts. Sandra Briskham covered Maesmawr Lane and Maesmawr 

Close a few weeks later, where again she collected very little other than some broken glass, a poo bag and a small 

container. Clair Morrow also continues to empty the poo bin at the Henry Vaughan Garden, as well as collecting 

litter around the Dam Wall and Aber village between organised picks. 
 

In total our collected litter amounted to six bags on the day, which was a bit of an increase on the  

previous organised events, but still remains low. However, It is evident that some litter is now becoming visible as 

vegetation dies back. It will be interesting to see how much is collected in November. Once again, a big shout out to 

all the volunteers both on the 31st August and those who also pick litter on an ad hoc basis, and who continue to 

help keep Talybont on Usk and the surrounding area a beautiful place to live and visit. 

mailto:Fionam25@btinternet.com


 

 

Page 6 Talybont Matters 

News from Llansantffraed Church 
Community support for Llansantffraed Church 
We were able to organise two successful Graveyard Clear-up Days in August 
and September, when members of the community came together on a Sunday  
afternoon to strim, weed and generally tidy up our beautiful churchyard on the 
slopes of the Allt. We would like to thank all those who gave their time and lent 
their equipment to this effort. We are also pleased that Talybont-on-Usk  
Community Councillor Raiff Devlin was able to join us for our August clear up. 
Llansantffraed Church relies entirely on the support of its small congregation, 
its Friends and the wider community for its continued existence; it does not 
have any income from endowments or trusts to supports its ongoing  
running costs. We were therefore delighted to receive the support of a local 
family charitable trust who covered the cost of a day’s grass strimming  
in October. Hopefully soon the grass will pause its growth for the winter and we 
will think afresh next year on how we can tame the blades with our available 
resources. In recent months we have also received a generous donation  
in support of the church from the family of George and Lilian Burgess for which 
we are very grateful. 
 

Successful concert to mark the centenary of Siegfried Sassoon’s 
visit to Llansantffraed Church 
In August and September we had two successful events to mark the  
centenary of Siegfried Sassoon’s visit in August 1924 to the grave of Henry 
Vaughan at Llansantffraed, which inspired him to write At the Grave of  
Henry Vaughan. This poem is read annually at the Henry Vaughan Memorial 
Choral Evensong, which in 2025 will take place on Sunday 27th of April.  
On the morning of Talybont Show a pleasing number of people gathered for 
a talk and discussion which focused on Sassoon’s life immediately after 
the First World War when he made his name, as well as looking at the  
significant social and economic changes which were taking place in Wales 
in the 1920s. This paved the way for our sellout poetry and harp concert, 
Above the Voiceful River on the 8th of September. Accompanied by harpist 
Martha Powell, writer and broadcaster Phil Carradice and poet and novelist 
Chris Meredith read from Vaughan and Sassoon’s work, with introductory 
addresses, which set the context for Vaughan’s visit, from local historian 

Elizabeth Siberry, writer Deb Fisher and retired Lieutenant Colonel with the Royal Welch Fusiliers (Sassoon’s 
regiment), Mike Lewis. Llansantffraed Church would like to express its thanks for the generous support it  
received from the Brecknock Society and Museum Friends, the Siegfried Sassoon Fellowship, the Gibbs  
Charitable Trust and the Mid Wales Music Trust, without which this ambitious concert would not have  
been possible. 
 
Upcoming events at Llansantffraed Church  
We are delighted to welcome back the Gwent Chamber Orchestra together with soloist Glasnant Morgan for  
a concert of Music for a Winter Afternoon on Sunday the 1st of December at 3pm. See page 9 for details. 
 
Looking forward to 2025, the Henry Vaughan Memorial Choral Evensong will take place on Sunday 27th of April 
as Easter Sunday falls on the 20th of April next year. 

Tired but happy graveyard  
volunteers pose in front of the 
Gwynne Holford Memorial at 
the end of the August clear up. 

A packed church for the Sassoon 
Centenary Concert, with Mike  
Lewis giving an address on  
Sassoon's World War One  
experiences and Martha Powell  
at the harp. 
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The turbine continues to operate 

well, including adjustments to 

variable flow rates necessitated 

by the ongoing Dŵr Cymru work 

on the spillway at the dam. One 

or other of our Board members 

visits once a week to check all is well, grease the bearings and take readings. Nick Willson continues to 

play a key role as our chief fixer, problem solver and liaison with the Dŵr Cymru engineering team. 

 

Last winter, we offered five subsidised domestic heating consultations with the Heating Hub. Only two 
households took up the offer wishing to explore heat pumps as an option for their property. Both parties 
found the Heating Hub consultants friendly, knowledgeable and detailed in their analysis. Both would 
have preferred a home visit rather than remote consultation by phone and, given a complex property, one 
household felt the need for someone to help interpret and guide the follow-on decisions based on the 
very detailed written analysis provided by the Heating Hub. The names of local Heating Hub approved 
installers was definitely useful. This experiment has highlighted for us the need for a more local resource, 
providing a flexible degree of hand holding as households navigate complex decisions and assess  
installers. We’ve not yet solved that problem but are open to ideas. 
 

Our summer student, Luc James from Scethrog, researched 

the feasibility of single micro wind turbines for powering 

farms or other off-the-beaten-track small businesses in  

the National Park. Luc’s substantial project report covers  

significant wind measurement data for our area and outlines 

the different types of micro turbines available, and their rough 

costs and efficiency. He explains how they offer a different 

proposition to the type of large scale wind farms which are 

not always appropriate in protected landscapes such as a 

National Park. This is because micro turbines have a smaller 

wing span mounted on a single pole. They are therefore both 

less visibly intrusive and do not require pylons to transport 

the electricity generated to where it is needed. We would like 

to thank Luc for his excellent work this summer and wish him 

well in his ongoing Aeronautical Engineering degree course. 

We are currently considering where to go with these findings.  

 

As ever, we welcome contact from any individuals or local organisations who want to think through  
their energy needs or have an idea for an energy-related project they would like to carry out.  
 

info@talybontenergy.co.uk  

ABER CHAPEL CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
 

SUNDAY 22ND DECEMBER at 10.30am 
 

An informal morning of carols, music, poetry and stories 
 

COME and CELEBRATE the START of CHRISTMAS WEEK 
 

ALL WELCOME 
 

Parking in field next to Chapel 

mailto:info@talybontenergy.co.uk
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Church Notes 
The Beacons Churches (Cantref, Llanfrynach, Llanhamlach, Llansantffraed, Llandetty and Llanfeugan) are 

now part of the Brecon and Epynt Ministry Area. Here are the details of the local team:  
 

Kelvin Richards (Priest) kelvinrichards@cinw.org.uk 07396 725577 
Liz Bramley (Curate) liz.bramley@icloud.com 01874 665267 
Team Leader Revd Dr Gill Todd gbtodd@btinternet.com 01874 610902 
 

CHURCH SERVICES - USUAL PATTERN 
Morning Prayer will replace Holy Communion at times 
Some service times will vary in November and December 
For updates see local publicity and social media, 
including our Facebook page Churches around Talybont 
 

1st Sunday of the month 
10am Holy Communion at Llanfrynach 
2nd Sunday of the month 
10am Holy Communion at Llanfeugan 
11am Family Church at Henderson Hall 
3rd Sunday of the month 
10am Holy Communion at Llansantffraed and Cantref 
4th Sunday of the month 
10am Holy Communion at Llandetty and Llanhamlach 
5th Sunday of the month (when it occurs) 
29thDecember  10am Holy Communion in Llansantffraed 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND SERVICES 
November 10th 10am Remembrance Service at Llanfeugan, 
followed by Act of Remembrance at Cross Oak War Memorial 
Sunday 1st December, 3pm Gwent Chamber Orchestra, Llansantffraed Church 
with soloist Glasnant Morgan – a programme of joyful, seasonal music for  
a winter afternoon. Tickets £10 (reserved) from Will Hutton 01874 676640, Julia 
Watkins 01874 676085  or on the door (see page 9). 
 

CHURCH CHRISTMAS SERVICES AROUND TALYBONT 
Sunday 15th December  10am Llansantffraed  Communion with Carols 
Sunday 22nd December  10am Llandetty  Communion with Carols 
Tuesday 24th December  5pm Talybont Living Nativity 
Wednesday 25th December  10am Llanfeugan Christmas Morning Communion 
Sunday 29th December   10am Llansantffraed 5th Sunday Communion 

 
AND FINALLY ...  
We are very happy to announce that the Talybont Living Nativity will take place on 

Christmas Eve, 24th December at 5pm, starting outside the White Hart and finishing 

in the barn in Talybont Farm.  

 

Please come, and tell your families and friends!  
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Is Owen Nares buried at Llansantffraed Church?  
 

In August we were very excited to learn from Find a Grave – ultimately  
a commercial website (owned by Ancestry.com), but one which allows people 
to search and contribute to an online database of cemetery records – that  
Henry Vaughan was not the only famous person to be buried at Llansantffraed 
Church. Owen Nares (1888 – 1943) was a British star of stage and screen in the 
interwar period, as well as a theatrical producer and writer. He successfully  
navigated the transition from the silent era to the talkies and, late in his career, 
played Maxim de Winter in the first West End run of Daphne du Maurier’s  
Rebecca, alongside Celia Johnson. It is said that the actor Terry-Thomas used 
Owen Nares as the model for his distinctive voice and delivery as he developed 
his skills as an actor in the 1920s. 

 

Could Find a Grave be right that Owen Nares was buried at Llansantffraed? 
What we do know is that Nares did indeed die in Brecon in the summer of 1943 
while touring to the troops as part of Entertainments National Service  
Association (ENSA). Indeed, fittingly perhaps, he died of a heart attack after  
visiting the room where Sarah Siddons had been born in 1755, in what was then the Shoulder of Mutton pub. 
Newspaper reports of the day state that he collapsed just after signing an autograph book. We wondered if, 
perhaps, wartime restrictions had meant that he had had to be buried locally? As we cleared the graveyard in 
August we excitedly sought Owen Nares’ grave. Nothing! We consulted the burial records held by the church. 
There were very few burials at the church in the 1940s and Owen Nares does not appear among the names 
recorded. Further digging in the newspaper archives seems to indicate that Nares was cremated at Golders 
Green Crematorium, which, given the fact that he lived in St John’s Wood, made more sense. It is possible 
that his death in Brecon had prompted a contributor to Find a Grave to jump to conclusions on his final resting 
place. All of this made us wonder about the stories of others buried at Llansantffraed – we may not have  
Owen Nares, but what of those others who lie beneath the Allt alongside Henry Vaughan? If you have a story 
to share, do not hesitate to contact me on huttonwill2@hotmail.com or 01874 676640 

Girl Guiding 

4th Brecon Brownie Unit  
For girls seven to ten years of age 

 

Meet Mondays during term time at Kensington Church Hall, Brecon, 5.30 to 7pm 
 

Please contact Jenny on 07557 016019 for more information. 

Owen Nares with Celia Johnson 
in the first West End production 
of Rebecca in 1940. 

TALYBONT CHURCHES & CHAPELS AT THE VILLAGE SHOW 
 

For the first time the churches and chapels joined forces to share 

their interesting heritage and news of future events. Despite the 

storm the night before, we were at the Talybont Village Show to 

meet new and old friends, and enjoy a quiz and treasure hunt, as 

well as children’s activities. Many thanks for all the help we had 

to make this happen. 
 

We'll see you there next year! 

mailto:huttonwill2@hotmail.com


 

 

   
Many thanks to the volunteers and Talybont Stores for 
their continued help with the distribution of this  
newsletter. Also to the individuals, groups and societies 
who have contributed articles for this edition. 

Talybont Matters is a  

Community Council Publication 

Editor’s Note 

In compliance with the provisions of the Legal Deposit Libraries Act 2013, this 

issue of Talybont Matters will be sent to the National Library of Wales  

for archiving as part of the Library’s national collection. 

This edition edited by: 

 David MacDonald 

 

Please email articles and suggestions to:  

talybontmattersnews@gmail.com  
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PENCELLI CASTLE 
Pencelli Castle is thought to have 
been built during the war of 1093  
between the Norman Marcher Lords 
and the Welsh, 27 years after the 
Battle of Hastings. Within just a year 
of that momentous battle, William 
the Conqueror, mindful that his  
predecessor, Harold, had to fight a 
series of campaigns against invading 
Welsh, who had plundered Hereford 
and burnt the city  to the ground, and  
anxious to secure the western  
frontier of his new Norman kingdom 
whilst minimising the cost to his  
exchequer, created three new Earldoms on that border: Chester, Shewsbury and Hereford. William granted  
a great deal of independence to the new Marcher Lords, allowing them to impose taxes, raise armies, build  
castles and seize lands from their Anglo-Saxon and Welsh neighbours, and subject them to feudal rule. 
 

In 1093, with William II on the throne, a major Norman settlement, commanded by Bernard de Neufmarché, 
was established in the Welsh kingdom of Brycheiniog. This Norman Lord defeated the Welsh under Rhys ap 
Tewdwr, who sought to drive out the settlers at the site now known as Battle, north of Brecon. Bernard then 
finished building his castle at the confluence of the rivers Usk and Honddu, so securing the settlement.  
As was normal practice for these conquerors, allied castles were built on seized land, Manors, granted to  
Bernard’s knightly followers. Pencelli was one of these, of motte and bailey construction, a mound on a spur 
overlooking the flood plain of the Usk, on which a timber fortress was built surrounded by an enclosed  
courtyard, later all rebuilt in stone. The first Lord of Pencelli Manor is believed to have been Ralph Baskerville. 
 

Wales for more than the next three centuries was beset by conflicts over land and its sovereignty: Normans 
attacking Welsh, Welsh counter-attacking, sometimes Welsh fighting Welsh and Normans fighting Normans, 
sometimes conflict between mixed alliances of those previously enemies, with the Normans becoming  
regarded as English. Pencelli Castle was rebuilt at least once before, in 1273, at the time of the supremacy of 
Prince Llewellyn ap Gruffudd, attaining the structure shown in Francis Baines’ painting (above) with its  
distinctive twin-towered gatehouse, a minor castle in itself protecting the most vulnerable part of the  
defences. The castle is recorded as being taken or retaken four times before being seized by Edward II in 1322. 
This was shortly before gunpowder and cannon first appeared in an English army, sounding the forthcoming 
demise of this type of fortification. That, along with the previous subjugation of the whole of Wales by Edward I 
that brought a somewhat uneasy peace, allowed Pencelli Castle to fall into ruin and be dismantled for its 
stone for other buildings. The remains of its great square keep can be made out lying behind the hotel,  
a manor house built in Tudor times using stone from the castle, and its chapel. 
 

By Seamus Hamill-Keays with thanks to Pencelli Castle Caravan & Camping Park for permission to use the 
painting by Francis Baines of Govilon. 

mailto:talybontmattersnews@gmail.com

