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Newsletter for Talybont-on-Usk, Aber, Buckland, Cross Oak, Llandetty, Llansantffraed, Pencelli and Scethrog 

The Return of the Osprey! 
One of the pair of ospreys recorded at Gilestone Farm last year has returned. For the last few weeks it has been regularly 

seen from the osprey viewing area on the towpath near Cross Oak. It is clearly enjoying the local food facilities as it is 

returning with fish to eat, sometimes perching on the double electrical poles about 400 yards from the viewing area 

looking towards the Usk. The female’s return from Africa is still eagerly anticipated. 
 

If readers wish to catch a sight of the bird, access to the viewing area is from Talybont along the towpath. There is  

a wooden bench which conveniently faces over the valley, and volunteers from the Canal & River Trust have kindly layed 

the hedge in front of the seat. There is no parking in Cross Oak and there is no access to Gilestone Farm. Disturbance of 

the birds or the nest is a criminal offence. 
 

Over 30 volunteers recently attended a training event at Henderson Hall to become ‘osprey watchers’. They are now able 

to log in to the private nestcam feed to monitor activity on the nest and, using the recently donated telescopes, carry out 

monitoring from the viewing area. Usk Valley Ospreys (www.uskvalleyospreys.org) is a new group, shortly to become  

a charity, that has been formed with a board of trustees and a management committee. 
 

By the way, the rumours in the community of the sighting of a white-tailed eagle are true! The volunteer training event 

was shown a trace of this huge bird’s flight path from its tracking device. It flew up the Usk valley (coming  

originally from the Isle of Wight), over Talybont and Scethrog, and then east into the Black Mountains where it stayed  

for a couple of days. It has now returned south. Exciting times! 

Peter Seaman (UVO Volunteer) 
 

Stop Press: as of the end of April a female has arrived and so it looks like we now have a breeding pair! 

https://www.uskvalleyospreys.org/join
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Community Defibrillators 
Scethrog now benefits from a defibrillator which has been fitted inside 

the community-owned phone box. The life-saving device was provided 

through the kind services of the Community Council, with electrical  

connection being generously installed by Skyrme Electrical.  
 

The photograph shows the device’s guardians, Ruth Morgan and Steve 

Like of Scethrog, together with Sian Davis of the Wales Cardiac  

Network. Ruth and Steve will keep an eye on the defibrillator and carry 

out battery checks. Margaret Seaman, a Scethrog resident, said, “it is 

very reassuring to have this in the village and it is great that the phone 

box now has another use.”             Peter Seaman 
 

    *** 
 

Talybont Community Council would like to make an appeal for two volunteers to take on the  
guardianship of the refurbished defibrillators at the Royal Oak in Pencelli and at Talybont Stores.  
The Council will provide the necessary batteries and pads needed to maintain them. The guardians will be 
responsible for checking the equipment once a week and reporting to the Council any defects.  
The devices are currently registered on the circuit and are visible to anyone requiring them in an  
emergency.  Please contact the Clerk at talybontcc@gmail.com – thank you. 

Henderson Hall 

Sunday 21
st

 July 2024 

 Extending a Community Welcome to Asylum Seekers and Refugees 
 

On April 15th Henderson Hall, on behalf of the community, received an award from Hay, 

Brecon and Talgarth Sanctuary for Refugees in acknowledgement of the extensive  

community involvement and huge success of the welcome day at Henderson Hall last June. On Sunday 21st 

July we will be welcoming a further visit from 120 asylum seekers and refugees living in South Wales,  

including around 60 local Ukrainians. Let’s make this welcome day even more successful than the last! 
 

The programme for the day will run between 11am and 4pm, and include drinks and snacks on arrival, lunch, 

and tea and cakes. For activities we are considering a walk through the community orchard or to the Henry 

Vaughan Garden, crafts and face painting for children, and an action replay of the much enjoyed outdoor 

games – plus any other good ideas that you come up with! 
 

Last year, all parts of the community were heavily involved in donating food, time and energy – the shop, the 

pubs, Talybont WI, the Hall committee members and volunteers, and many enthusiastic individuals. This year 

we are again hoping for the involvement of as many businesses, groups and individuals as possible. So if you 

have any skills that match the planned activities or have other skills you would like to share, or if you would 

just like to be there to help on the day, please don’t hold back from getting in touch. We would also value any 

contributions of cakes or savoury food for the buffet lunch. 
 

Your involvement, however large or small, will be very much appreciated by those who have had to leave 

their own homes under very difficult circumstances and who have uncertain futures. Working together as  

a community we can show our hospitality, generosity and kindness, and give our guests another special day 

of which we can all be proud. 
 

Please contact Rhiannon Davies 

 

rhiannon.aber@btinternet.com         01874 676617 / 07940 961006 

mailto:talybontcc@gmail.com
mailto:rhiannon.aber@btinternet.com
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TALYBONT-ON-USK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

ADVANCE NOTICE OF A COMMUNITY FORUM HOSTED  
BY TALYBONT-ON-USK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

VENUE: HENDERSON HALL ON 31ST MAY 2024, 6PM–8.30PM 
 

The Forum will be based on small discussion groups which will examine current issues and  
challenges within the community. The groups will be of up to a dozen people and will each  

have a facilitator. The meeting will have no political party affiliation. 
 

The main aim of the meeting is to listen to the views of our community.  
This allows the Council to be better able to represent those views. 

 

All within the Talybont-on-Usk ward are invited. There will be a session on issues affecting  
young people and they are particularly encouraged to participate. Please register your interest  

by filling in a paper form, available at the village shop or online at www.talybont.org.  
We expect registration to be available at the beginning of May. 

 

Pre-registration is important in order to ensure we have sufficient places on the relevant groups.  
Each individual who wishes to attend should register simply by name and by specifying their  

preference within the topics listed. No confidential information will be requested. 
 

A more detailed programme will be published in around two weeks time. 

 

We welcome your support and participation on 31st May for what we hope will  
be an interesting evening. Please put the date in your diary. 

Don’t forget to watch the local episode of Weatherman Walking on BBC One Wales on 20th May.  

http://www.talybont.org
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WELSH LEARNERS’ CORNER 
CORNEL Y CYMRAEG 
 

Hello pawb, here’s a few more sentences for you to have  

a go at. They actually come from the digital resources on the  

Dysgu Cymraeg website. If you google ‘Learn Welsh Powys’ and 

click on the website there is lots of information about learning 

Welsh. If you wish to hear more on these sentences you will need 

to create an account which will give you access to the ‘digital  

resources’. You then need to click on ‘Sylfaen’ or ‘foundation’, 

then click on uned/unit 12 and listen to the Robin Radio section. 
 

Diolch byth – Dee-ul-ch-bith – Thank goodness 

A dweud y gwir – ar-dwe-d-ur-gwir – Tell the truth 

Do’n i ddim wedi bod yno o’r blaen – dawn-ee-thim-wed-di-bord-un-no-ore-blain – I haven’t been there before 

Sut wythnos gest ti? – sit-oith-nors-guest-tee – What sort of week did you have? 

Ga i ofyn pam? – Ga-ee-of-in-pam – Can I ask why? 

Sut hwyl gest ti? – sit-hoil-guest-tee – How did you get on? 

I ddechrau, cyrhaeddais i’n hwyr – ee-thei-ch-rai-cer-hayth-thice-ee-un-hoi-er – To start, I arrived late 

Doedd dim syniad gyda fi – doi-th-dim-sun-ee-iard-gud-dar-vee – I had no idea 

Wnaeth hynny weithio? – oo-knife-hunny-weith-ee-oh – Did that work? 

Mae’n gas gyda fi technoleg – Mine-gars-gud-dar-vee-tech-nol-leg – I hate technology 
 

Mwynhewch (enjoy) 
 

Diolch Rhian (don’t forget there’s also a very warm welcome to everyone to join Siop Siarad every Friday 

morning, 10.30am–12pm, in the White Hart) 

Student Energy Project 
 

Talybont Energy is looking to fund a four week 

'student' energy project based in our Talybont area 

this summer. We are looking to select a project which 

researches or develops an idea which could either 

reduce our community's energy or generate new  

energy from a sustainable source. Projects could be in any of the following areas: domestic heating, food, 

transport, material consumption, waste or leisure activities/tourism. 
 

Applications are open to students or unemployed people aged 17-25 who are either part or full residents in the 

Talybont area or have strong links with it. The funding will cover 20 days work between July and September 

2024 at a rate of £100/day. A small amount of additional funding may also cover reasonable project costs. 
 

The selected project will be supervised by a Talybont Energy Director. It will require a short report  

and presentation at its conclusion. Applications close on Tuesday 28th May at 9am. 
 

How to apply 
You can apply to the Fund by emailing the following information to alison@prospectory.co.uk before 9am on 

28th May. You need to tell us: 
 

• Your name, age, mobile number and your connection to our Talybont area. 

• Your current educational and/or employment history, including any qualifications and skills. 

• Your interests and why you chose to apply. 

• What's your project idea? How might it either reduce community energy use or generate energy in new,  
sustainable ways? 

• How would you either research or develop your idea? 

• Can you estimate the likely costs involved? 

• How does the project match your interests and skills? 

• Does your project connect to your educational studies or future employment in any way? 

• Are you free to commit 20 days to this project during July and August? 

mailto:alison@prospectory.co.uk
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Our next Talybont Tombles litter pick will take place on Saturday 8th June at 10am. 
Meeting at Henderson Hall. New members are always welcome – equipment will be provided. 

  The Talybont Tombles 
After a false start on the 2nd

 March due to poor weather conditions (yes, it 

was pouring with rain and blowing a gale for a change), we reconvened on 

the 6th April and were much luckier with the weather. It was yet again an  

excellent turnout with 14 adults on the day and all key areas covered.  

My plan to take some photos of volunteers modelling the new hi-vis jackets 

(kindly donated by Martyn Davies, Penpentre) didn’t quite go to plan, with 

everyone keen to get going! 

 

Mike Smith took on his regular area, covering the canal bank from the   

drawbridge to Ashford tunnel, returning on the road, whilst Huw Morgan covered the canal from the drawbridge 

to Cross Oak and back along the road. Both collected relatively small amounts of litter. Gareth and Eirona Davies  

cleared their regular area through the village and along Station Road to the A40, collecting a quarter of a bag. 

 

Rob and Dawn Goodwin were joined by Julia Watkins, who kindly covered the dram road, the Talybont dam wall 

and back along the road through Aber village to Talybont. They collected small amounts of litter, although Aber 

village and the dam wall was also covered by Clair Morrow approximately a month ago, when significantly more 

was collected. The areas of the dam wall, fisherman’s car park and surrounding areas, which are proving  

problematic for both litter and fly-tipping, have been highlighted with the Community Council for a multi-agency 

approach to be considered. A request to consider a dog poo bin at the dam wall has also been submitted. 

 

Hilary Williams kindly covered the Orchard Trail through the woods at Gilestone, returning to the village. I covered 

the areas behind the bus stop and the main road from the hall to Gilestone cottage and the Penpentre estate,  

and Anne Jeans covered the areas of the retirement bungalows and Canol Pentre. All of which yielded small 

amounts of litter. Lisa Preece collected limited amounts from the playing fields, MUGA, Henderson Hall car park 

and children’s play area. Sandra Briskham was kind enough to cover Maesmawr Lane and Maesmawr Close where 

she also collected very small amounts. Sue Large and Mike Wright covered the triangle from the lift bridge along 

the back road to Cross Oak and back to Talybont, collecting quite a bit of litter along the back road. Clare and Mike 

Wright later covered the road up towards Aber village. 

 

In total we collected five bags on the day, some of which were half to 

three quarters full, all with the usual: cans, poo bags, vapes, sweet 

wrappers and food containers. There also continues to be the odd bit of 

car body work. 

 

Thank you to the team of volunteers who turned out on the day to help 

keep Talybont and the surrounding area litter free. It’s greatly  

appreciated by the community. Also a big thank you to everyone who 

continues to do their bit by collecting litter when out and about. Thank 

you as well to Clair Morrow, who has been collecting significant 

amounts of litter around the dam wall and has persevered with Powys County Council to get the litter collected.  

I’d also like to give a big shout out and thank you to Martyn Davies, who has kindly arranged for a further delivery 

of gloves and also a selection of hi-vis jackets to help keep our volunteers safe. 
 

 

 

 

Fiona Morris (Organiser)  Fionam25@btinternet.com      07971 787817 

mailto:Fionam25@btinternet.com
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Friends of Llandetty Church 
 

Our work has continued into the Spring and we have carried out a number of much needed tasks across the site. Our aim 
is for these projects to improve the visitor experience along with the biodiversity and sustainability of the  
churchyard. Two sturdy picnic benches, purchased with kindly donated money, were installed in February along the top 
of the riverbank. We’ve sited these away from the burials and orientated them to take advantage of the views down to 
the River Usk. They are in lovely locations and we hope that new and regular visitors use them and spend time  
appreciating the surroundings in quiet contemplation whilst remembering loved ones. 
 

Using some of the remainder of our Brecon Beacons Nature Recovery Grant money, we purchased several native fruit 
trees and insect attracting shrubs. These, along with two oak trees which were kindly donated by the  
community council, have all been planted in the northern portion of the churchyard. They are concentrated around an 
already wooded area, which we call ‘the woodland glade’. It is hoped that this zone becomes good for butterflies, with 
some access for quiet enjoyment by visitors. The trees are also to replace a few that we had to take down or reduce in 
size for health and safety purposes, following recommendations in a professional tree survey. We also purchased six  
native yew trees, and these have been planted to fill some gaps within the reinstated yew avenue at the former western 
entrance to the churchyard.  
 

The remaining grant money was spent on about 15kg of locally-sourced wildflower seeds. These are to be sown in the 
now cleared southern corner and throughout the historic burial areas to supplement these existing wildflower zones.  
The first mow of the season was carried out in late April and will be repeated every month during spring and summer.  
In accordance with our ecologist’s and the Church in Wales’ recommendations we are minimising the cut areas to around 
the newer burial area and to key pedestrian routes. The remainder of the site will be left all summer to allow the  
wildflowers to flourish. 
 

A necessary project that is almost complete is the installation of a timber post and rail fence along the riverbank to  
replace the former structure. It became obvious following the clearing of the top of the bank that a barrier would be  
required to guard the steep drop down to the river. This also has the benefit of clearly marking the churchyard boundary 
that had been lost over time. Finally, we have started the restoration of the derelict lychgate. This important historic 
structure in the churchyard requires urgent renovation work before it is too late. Thanks to a very generous grant from 
Brecon Beacons National Park Sustainable Development Fund we have instructed Talybont-based craftspeople  
HC Woodturn and Cross Oak Carpentry & Maintenance to carry out the intricate and sympathetic work. They are  
replicating the original oak pedestrian swing-gate, which is unfortunately beyond repair, along with re-roofing the  
existing main structure and repointing the surrounding stonework. 
 

The short term aim of our projects is to promote the church and churchyard to locals and visitors alike as a beautiful, 
unique and historically important place to visit and dwell. The long term goal is to enable the sustainable use of the 
building and surroundings as a venue for varied community use. Please do get involved in any way you can. We would 
love to hear your views on what we are doing and encourage any feedback on how best these spaces can work for the 
village. If you wish to keep up to date with our plans or get involved in any way please have a look at our Facebook page, 
Friends of St Tetti’s Church Llandetty, where you will find information on our group and how to join us. You can also  
contact me, Neil Startin, at llandettyhallfarm@outlook.com or on 01874 676557.  

mailto:llandettyhallfarm@outlook.com
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Talybont on Usk and District WI 
‘Gentle exercises to improve balance and strength’ was the theme for our February WI meeting. Charlie, who holds 

a class for the community on a Tuesday evening in Henderson Hall, came along to put the WI members through 

their paces. It was a taster evening where all ages and abilities were catered for. We used a pair of light dumbbells 

for arm exercises and balls for different muscle toning. We carried out a balance exercise for those able, which can 

prove to be of help as we get older to prevent a possible fall. The evening made us very aware of the importance  

of keeping and improving our skills for balance and strength, and to work on a few simple exercises daily. 
 

Our speaker for March was a local lady, Mrs Joyce Gervis from Ty-Mawr. She inspired us with her talk on her world 

treks accompanied by TV celebrities Derek Brockway and Rhod Gilbert. Joyce carries out all of her very taxing walks 

to support Velindre Hospital. She and her fellow intrepid walkers have raised over three million pounds. 
 

The members were also delighted to welcome Beth Steiner, again a local lady, from Dyffryn Crawnon, Llangynidr to 

give an insightful talk on her adventure of walking from the Swiss Alps to Rome – a distance of over 1,000  

kilometres. She raised one pound for every kilometre for Dementia and Cardiff City Hospice. Beth told us she  

prepared for the trip around the locality of Talybont, and that the adventure made her a more resilient, confident 

and calmer person. 
 

Each year the Wales Federation of WIs hold a conference. This year it was held in Theatre Brycheiniog.  

Seven members attended from Talybont WI, and talks were delivered on a variety of subjects. One of the speakers 

was Bronwen Lewis of Radio Wales. She spoke passionately of her diagnosis of ADHD. She also entertained us as 

she is an accomplished singer who has toured with Max Boyce. The afternoon sessions were varied and included 

singing, art, yoga and a guided tour of Brecon. 
 

The meetings for Talybont WI in May and June are outings. In May we are visiting the 

new Brecon Mountain Rescue premises in Brecon, and then in June there’s an  

afternoon outing to Abercamlais House. July we have a craft evening with Hattie James. 

The next County Federation of WI event held locally is a ‘60s Night of Music and  

Dancing in Henderson Hall on Saturday 11th May at 7pm. Music by Julian J. Hopkins. 

Tickets £15 to include refreshments, but please bring your own choice of drinks. 
 

For further information please contact Penny Morgan on 01874 665283 or just come 

along on the second Wednesday of the month at 7pm, everyone welcome. 

TEA and CHAT 
 

The first Monday of the month at  

Henderson Hall at 3pm. 
 

This afternoon continues to be  

popular with seniors of the village, 

when they enjoy a cup of tea and  

home-made cake with a catch up. 
 

6
th

 May 

3
rd

 June 

1
st
 July 

 

ALL VERY WELCOME 



 

 

Church Notes 
 

The Beacons Churches (Cantref, Llanfrynach, Llanhamlach, Llansantffraed, Llandetty and Llanfeugan) are 

now part of the Brecon and Epynt Ministry Area. Here are details of the local team:  
 

Revd Kelvin Richards (Priest) kelvinrichards@cinw.org.uk 07396 725577 
Revd Liz Bramley (Curate) liz.bramley@icloud.com 01874 665267 
Team Leader Revd Dr Gill Todd gbtodd@btinternet.com 01874 610902 
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CONCERTS IN MAY AND JUNE 
Sunday 19th May, 3pm 
Gwent Chamber Orchestra, 
Llanfeugan Church 
Works by Saint-Saens, Handel,  
Grieg and Corelli 
Tickets £10 at the door 
 

Sunday 30th June, 3pm 
Talgarth Male Choir concert, 
Llansantffraed Church 
A lighthearted collection of  
songs for a summer afternoon. 

 

FUTURE CONCERTS  

Sunday 8th September, 3pm 
Poetry and harp concert,  
Llansantffraed Church 
Stories about Sassoon and his 
visit to Henry Vaughan's grave. 
Harpist Martha Powell with  
readings by local poets. 
 

Sunday 1st December, 3pm 
Gwent Chamber Orchestra, 
Llansantffraed Church 
A programme of joyful, seasonal  
music for Advent and Christmas. 

CHURCH SERVICES – USUAL PATTERN 
1st Sunday of the month 
10am Holy Communion at Llanfrynach 
 

2nd Sunday of the month 
10am Holy Communion at Llanfeugan 
11am Family Church at Henderson Hall (not in May) 
 

3rd Sunday of the month 
10am Holy Communion at Llansantffraed 
10am Holy Communion at Cantref 
 

4th Sunday of the month 
10am Holy Communion at Llandetty 
10am Holy Communion at Llanhamlach 
 

5th Sunday of the month (when it occurs) 
Services will vary – see local information 

mailto:kelvinrichards@cinw.org.uk
mailto:liz.bramley@icloud.com
mailto:gbtodd@btinternet.com
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News from Llansantffraed Church 
 

Our Organ 
The organ at St Bride’s was built by the firm Harrison & Harrison, which was founded in 1861 in Rochdale  
and which is now based in Durham. Among the many famous organs produced by this company are organs  
in King’s College, Cambridge and Westminster Abbey. Thanks to a generous bequest in memory of Richard 
Martin-Hurst, we were last year able to pay for a partial refurbishment of the organ carried out by Gary Owens 
Organ Builders of Hereford. At the Henry Vaughan Memorial Evensong that took place on the 21st of April the 
organist was Judith Pendrous of St Mary's Priory, Abergavenny, who commented on how much better the  
organ was playing following its refurbishment. We are very grateful to our regular organist Susan Williams of 
Llanfaes for all her wonderful playing through the year. Our organ does, sadly, face continuing challenges 
from damp and rodents, both of which we are trying to manage. One thing that would improve the situation  
is more regular use, so if there is anyone locally who would be interested in playing this wonderful instrument 
on an occasional or regular basis, please contact Will Hutton (contact details below). 
 

A recently rediscovered  
photograph of Llansantffraed 
Church, kindly shared with  
us at our St Brigid’s Day Open 
House by Roger Evans of  
Govilon. Roger’s great grand-
mother, Anne, was daughter of 
John Williams, who was  
recorded in the 1851 Census 
as the miller in Talybont. 

 
 
 
 
 

Meeting at the Church and Llansantffraed House, Thursday 13th June from 7pm 
It is nearly two years since an open meeting chaired by the Archdeacon of Brecon the Venerable Jevons took 
place at Henderson Hall to discuss the future of Llandetty and Llansantffraed Churches. Since then both 
churches have seen a great deal of activity and have made considerable progress towards securing  
a sustainable future with an impressive range of projects, events and fundraising activities. Llansantffraed’s 
popular series of concerts has been revived – our next one will be the Talgarth Male Choir on Sunday 30th  
June at 3pm (tickets on sale soon) – and the annual Henry Vaughan Memorial Evensong goes from strength to 
strength. We have also sought to establish some new events such as a successful open house to celebrate  
St Brigid, our church’s patron saint, so that more people can enjoy our lovely Victorian gothic church  
more often. We would like to invite all interested members of the community to join us for an early summer 
reception and meeting to update you on what we have been doing and our future plans on Thursday 13th 
June. There will be drinks and a chance to look around the church (at the Talybont turnoff on the A40) at 7pm, 
followed by a meeting and discussion from 7.30pm at Llansantffraed House (right next door to the church), 
kindly hosted by Julia Ziegler. We would like to hear your ideas about the church’s future. During the meeting 
there will be a presentation that outlines the church’s current challenges and opportunities, and identifies 
ways in which individuals and the community can help secure the future of this important part of our local 
heritage for public use. 
 

If you would like to attend please contact me, Will Hutton, at huttonwill2@hotmail.com or on 07931 727130  

mailto:huttonwill2@hotmail.com
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Dates 
July 22–26  July 29–Aug 2 Aug 5–9 

Aug 12–16  Aug 19–23  Aug 27–30 

Activity Days (9am – 4pm) 

Monday – Canoeing 

Tuesday – Gorge Walking & Abseiling 

Wednesday – Outdoor Rock Climbing 

Thursday – Kayaking 

Friday  – Underground Adventures 

Cost £54 per day or £240 per week. 

For more information and to book contact: office@plaspencelli.co.uk 01874 665241 

Plas Pencelli OEC, Pencelli, Brecon, Powys LD3 7LX 

Plas Pencelli Outdoor Education Centre 

Holiday Adventure Days 2024 

Adventurous Outdoor Activities in the Brecon Beacons 

Plas Pencelli near Brecon is once again hosting holiday adventure days 

for young people (minimum 8 years old). 

Activity days are also available separately for families, please enquire. 

Usk Valley Gardening Association 
 
April’s meeting of the Usk Valley Gardening Association was held on Wednesday 17th April at Henderson 
Hall. The guest speaker was Paul Green of Green Leaves Nursery, Newent, who gave a very interesting 
talk entitled ‘Sensory Sensations’. Paul covered a wide range of plants which by their sight, smell and leaf 
texture would add interest and colour in a garden setting. His talk was punctuated with many amusing  
anecdotes, picked up from the vast number of plant fairs he has attended. He brought an array of plants to 
illustrate his talk, and the audience, which numbered 30, were able to purchase these at the end. 
 
There will be no indoor meetings over the summer, but instead a number of garden visits, as indicated: 
 

24th May Evening visit to Gilestone Market Garden, courtesy of Chas Hefford 
14th Jun Nant y Bedd Garden, Forest Coal Pit, RHS Partner Garden, a conducted tour  
  under the guidance of the owner, Sue Mabberley 
27th Jul Duffryn Gardens, near Cardiff, under the ownership of the National Trust 
20th Sep Picton Nurseries, Colwall, featuring the National Collection of Asters 

 
For further information contact: 
 
Linda Windham, lindawindham9@gmail.com 
Gareth Davies, gebdavies@btinternet.com 

mailto:office@plaspencelli.co.uk
mailto:lindawindham9@gmail.com
mailto:gebdavies@btinternet.com
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An invite to our community groups … 
 

Talybont Energy is planning a series of informal meet ups open 

to any of our wide diversity of community groups or village  

businesses who would like to explore ideas of how to reduce 

their energy or increase sustainability in the activities they  

run or the facilities they manage. We can then look to help fund any ideas or projects which emerge.  
 

This might involve chatting together about: 
 

• current energy use and costs – ways to reduce them 

• consumption of resources like tools, materials and food 

• possibilities of sharing resources or energy 

• how to convert to more renewable sources of energy or more sustainable practices 

• ways to generate renewable energy 

• recycling, sharing or re-use of materials 

• skills training. 
 

Projects might involve heating, lighting, insulation, transport, consumables (food or materials) or activities  

and events of any kind for our community or visitors. 
 

If your group, organisation or community-based business would be interested in meeting up with us to chat 
through ideas informally, then do contact us at info@talybontenergy.co.uk 

mailto:info@talybontenergy.co.uk


 

 

   
Many thanks to the volunteers and Talybont Stores for 
their continued help with the distribution of this  
newsletter. Also to the individuals, groups and societies 
who have contributed articles for this edition. 

Talybont Matters is a Community 

Council Publication 

Editor’s Note 

In compliance with the provisions of the Legal Deposit Libraries Act 2013, this 

issue of Talybont Matters will be sent to the National Library of Wales  

for archiving as part of the Library’s national collection. 

This edition edited by: 

 David MacDonald 

Please email articles and suggestions to:  

talybontmattersnews@gmail.com  
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In Memoriam 
Private Ivor Parr Killed in Action 6th June 1944 

2nd Battalion South Wales Borderers 

During the long morning of 6th June 1944, the Brecon-based 2nd Battalion South Wales Borderers sat waiting  
in their assault craft at Gold Beach as the smoke from the battle rose into the air and the sound of explosions  
echoed across the water. Then, just before midday, came the order to land. Glad to be out of the rocking landing 
craft, the Borderers met little resistance at the beachhead and pushed quickly forward, many with folding bicycles, 
others in Bren-gun carriers. D Company drove the defending Germans out of a radar station and by nightfall on that 
first day the bridge at Vaux-sur-Aure was in their hands. At the end of D-Day itself, the SWB had captured more 
ground than any other unit involved in the invasion. They had lost just four men: two by mortar fire on the way  
to Buhot, Sergeant Edward Reynolds (33) and Private Morgan Price (21), and two from sniper fire, Privates Albert 
Massey (34) and Ivor Parr (24). Ivor Parr was killed in the locality of Magny-en-Bessin and initially a local French 
family buried his body. Later he was re-interred by locals at the church of Magny, where he is the only Allied soldier 
who lies there. Sgt Reynolds, Pvt Massey and Pvt Price are buried at Bayeux War Cemetery along with another 542 
soldiers of other units who were killed on the 6th June having landed on Gold Beach. Bayeux Memorial records the 
names of 184 who were also killed there on D-Day but have no known grave, many of whom drowned at sea during 
the landing or were blown to bits. 
 

The relatives of those lost on D-Day would, every year, thoughtfully commemorate each 6th June, a momentous 
date for them and for the world. You can really help the surviving veterans and their dependents by contributing to 
the non-profitmaking Spirit of Normandy Trust, providing welfare in liaison with the Soldiers’, Sailors’ and  
Airmen’s Families Association, spiritofnormandy.org.uk Charity No. 1038121 
 

Compiled with thanks by Sqn Ldr Seamus Hamill-Keays BEM (portrait photograph courtesy of the Parr Family) 
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