Newsletter for Talybont-on-Usk, Aber, Buckland, Cross Oak, Llandetty, Llansantffraed, Pencelli and Scethrog

Talybont Matters

Find this newsletter in full colour at
www.talybont.org/our-newsletter.html

Talybont-on-Usk

Brecon Beacons

80" Anniversary of D-Day Landings 2024
Henderson Hall, Talybont-on-Usk

This year, the 6™ June will be the 80™ Anniversary of the sNjZ=
D-Day landings, and we are seeking your interest and ‘=S
involvement for the Talybont-on-Usk community to play our
own role in the commemorations and celebrations. We want -
your help to plan a social evening on Friday 31%' May at the |
Hall, followed by participation in a national beacon lighting .
ceremony at 9.15pm on Thursday 6" June.

We plan to involve all ages, including those who will have | 7
direct memories of the original events. Our resident naval S|
contingent have already agreed to be involved, and we are
now seeking the support of local businesses and the skills of
individuals to help us plan and deliver a memorable evening.

There were approximately 156,000 Allied troops that landed in Normandy by sea and air on D-Day,
of whom around 130,000 landed on the beaches. Operation Neptune, the naval phase of the
campaign, saw nearly 7,000 vessels, including battleships, destroyers, minesweepers and assault craft,
escorting and landing the ground troops on the beaches and bombarding German coastal defences.

An International 80™ Anniversary Beacon will be lit at 9.15pm on His Majesty’s Naval Base,
Portsmouth, Hampshire, and will represent those that sacrificed so much during the landing on the five
beaches in Normandy, as well as the many thousands that supported them in the air, on land and at
sea. At the same time in towns, cities and rural communities across the UK, people will come together
to light their own beacon and hear a speech called the International Tribute. With your help, the
Talybont community will be one of them!

If you would like to be involved, have ideas or even the odd spare Beacon Brazier in your shed then we
want to hear from you!! An initial planning meeting is being held at 6pm on Thursday 22" February
at Henderson Hall. Turn up on the day or contact Gail Kinvig, treasurer.hendersonhall@gmail.com

200 Club Latest Winners
Congratulations to our latest draw winners and thank you to all

Q,RSOA/ members for your ongoing support:
e 's’ £50 - Margaret Seaman
W Z £35 - Gareth Scotford
= b 2 0 0 — £25 - Richard Paley
£15 - Mark Windham & Clare Wright
CLUB £10 - Donna Darbyshire & Margaret Robinson
ESTD 2000 10 join 200 Club visit https://www.henderson-hall.com/fundraising
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TALYBONT-ON-USK COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The defibrillators at the Post Office and Royal Oak, Pencelli were inspected and the
pads and batteries replaced. They are now fully functional. In addition,
a defibrillator is being installed in the old telephone box at Scethrog, provided by
Save a Life Cymru. For online training and other resources visit:

https://executive.nhs.wales/functions/networks-and-planning/cardiovascular/save-
a-life-cymru/training

If you are interested in face-to-face training then please contact the Clerk.

The Welsh Government are running a consultation on the proposed Sustainable
Farming Scheme (SFS), a new farm payments scheme with the intention to use
=¥ public money to help farmers produce food sustainably, tackle climate and nature
emergencies, and restore the ecosystems we depend on. The Welsh Ornithological
Society, led by president lolo Williams, are asking that we all get involved in the consultation, and more
information can be found on their website, https://birdsin.wales (follow the link in the website’s news section or
on the Talybont-on-Usk Community Facebook page). There will be a face-to-face session run by RSPB Cymru in
Brecon at the Guildhall on 22" February to explain the key points featured in the SFS. For our local farming
community, we draw your attention to an SFS consultation webinar being held in February (date TBC), by the
Nature Friendly Farming Network in Wales, aimed at farmers who would like to respond to the consultation.

Following receipt of the Osprey report, the Welsh Government have announced that the full commercial and
charitable objectives of the Green Man Group, as set up in the business plan for the use of Gilestone Farm, can
no longer be realised due to the 750 metre restricted zone required to safeguard the birds. The Community
Council are meeting with representatives from the Welsh Government to discuss the next steps on 30th January.

The Talybont Ospreys @ Henderson Hall TEA and CHAT
. h
7pm, Friday 8" March A social group for seniors

‘Our’ Ospreys will shortly be returning to their nest
on Gilestone Farm. Join us to find out how we can | This is held on the first Monday of
welcome them back, how to view them and the plans the month at Henderson Hall at 3pm.
to ensure they are not disturbed. The New Year session was very well
Guest speakers: attended with over fwenty people,
and four birthdays celebrated.

Dr Tim Mackrill - Tim is an internationally-recognised

ornithologist and osprey specialist. The next dates are:

Gwenan Williams - Gwenan is a trustee of Glaslyn
Wildlife, a highly successful osprey tourism and 5™ Febr'UC‘r'Y
conservation project in North Wales. 4™ March - St David's Day theme

: ; 15" April - bring your favourite joke
6™ May

Tickets are free and available at; -

https://ospreys.eventbrite.co.uk
Everyone welcome for

a catch up, chat and
cuppa.

The evening will close by 8.30pm @ ‘3

.
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e
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Friends of Llandetty Church

Our first major undertaking, the churchyard improvement project, was successfully completed in December.
Many local residents have since visited the newly cleared churchyard and we have received some great feedback
on the improvements that have been made to the accessibility, as well as to the views within and from the
grounds. Our contractor, Will Heal and his team from W D Heal Tree Services, spent many days there throughout
November and December and have done a fantastic job.

We have also purchased and installed the new noticeboard that now sits proudly at the entrance to the
churchyard. We hope that this will encourage more people to visit and explore the historic church building and its
unique surroundings.

Our plans for the next few months include the creation and enhancement of the various zones that have been
identified by our ecologist to improve the biodiversity of the churchyard, and provide interesting and informative
spaces for our visitors to explore and dwell in. Please do come to see the spring bulbs that are already emerging.
We will soon have two picnic benches installed for you to sit on and appreciate the flora and the lovely views to
the river. A replacement boundary fence is to be erected along the steep river bank to keep our visitors safe.

We also hope to begin the refurbishment of the derelict lychgate in the next month or so. This is an important
historic structure in the churchyard that links the oldest part of the yard to the newly cleared and original
principal south-east entrance, which we also plan to resurface and bring back into use.

All of this work, undertaken and planned, is only possible thanks to the award of several grants and incredibly
kind donations from locals, past and present. We have to date raised almost £20,000. Thanks again to those gen-
erous organisations and individuals that have supported us so far. This money has already all been allocated to
our projects!

We would like to remind those interested in our work that we are not a religious group, we just share a common
interest in the enhancement of our local churchyard and church building. The short-term aim of our projects is to
promote the church and churchyard to locals and visitors alike as a beautiful, unique and historically important
place to visit and dwell. The long-term goal is to enable the sustainable use of the building and surroundings as a
venue for varied community use, such as for performance, local group meetings, small arts or fitness activities,
family events and similar gatherings.

We would love to hear your views on what we are doing and encourage any feedback you may have on how best
these spaces can work for the village. If you wish to become a formal ‘“friend’ of Llandetty Church, keep up to date
with our plans or get involved in our exciting projects please have a look at our Facebook page, Friends of St
Tetti’s Church Llandetty, where you will find information on our group and details of how to join. You can also
email me, Neil Startin, at llandettyhallfarm@outlook.com or telephone on 01874 676557.

/;
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WELSH LEARNERS’ CORNER -
CORNEL Y CYMRAEG

Croeso i Cornel Dysgwyr

Here are some more sentences for you to enjoy and use. If you want to hear and learn more
please come along to the White Hart (Y Hydd Gwyn) on Friday mornings, 10.30am —
12.00pm. Su very kindly opens up earlier than usual to accommodate our sessions.

We all understand — as the majority of us have learnt or are still learning — how hard it is to
make the first step to attend Welsh chatting groups. We are happy to welcome all levels and
will help you to feel at ease, and support and help you if you are more of a beginner.

Looking forward to meeting some of you at our sessions. Until then enjoy practising and
using your Cymraeg — Diolch yn fawr iawn oddi wrth Rhian a grwp Siop Siarad Talybont.

Beth dych chi'n hoffi (ei) wneud yn eich amser sbar? — Beth-duh-ch-keen-hoff-ee-a-woo-nayd
-un-a-ch-ham-ser-spar? — What do you like to do in your spare time?

Dw i wrth fy modd yn canu — do-ee-wr-th-fer-mor-th-un-can-nee — | really enjoy singing
(literally translated ‘beside myself’)

Dw i wrth fy modd yn garddio — do-ee-wr-th-fer-mor-th-un-gar-thee-o — | really enjoy
gardening

Dw i wrth fy modd yn coginio — do-ee-wr-th-fer-mor-th-un-cog-cin-nee-oh — | really enjoy
cooking

Dw i'n hoffi coginio’n fawr iawn — dween-hoff-ee-cog-cin-nee-oh-un-faw-er-ee-awn — | really
like cooking

Dw i'n hoffi gwylio’r rygbi ar S4C yn fawr iawn — dween-hoff-ee-gwil-ee-oh-rug-bee- ar-S-ped-
waar-Eck-un-faw-er-ee-awn — | really like watching rugby on S4C

Dw i’'n hoffi darllen yn fawr iawn — dween-hoff-ee-
dar-ll-en-un-faw-er-ee-awn — | really like reading

Dw i'n dwlu ar goginio — Dween-dool-lee-ar-gog-cin-
nee-oh — | really like cooking (crazy for)

Dw i'n dwlu ar bél-droed — Dween-dool-lee-ar-bell-
droid — | really like football

Dw i'n dwlu ar bél-rwyd — Dween-dool-lee-ar-bell-
roid— | really like netball.

Diolch
Rhian

Talybont Flicks

Starting from 7" February, Taybont Flicks resumes on the first Wednesday of the month,
at 7.30pm. It's great to see new as well as regular faces, and everyone is welcome. Dont
forget to bring your drinks and nibbles, and enjoy the big screen close to home.

Wednesday 7™ February: Queenpins
Wednesday 6™ March: The Great Escaper
Wednesday 3mI April: Scrapper
Wednesday 1% May: Glass Onion

N
AAAAAAA



The Talybont Tombles

o/\® Happy New Year to you all. Our last community litter pick of 2023 took

place on Saturday 18™ November. It was a good turnout and it was

~ great to see many regulars as well as welcome Odile Troffigue from
Bwilch for the first time.

C O M M U N I TY Everyone was keen to get going, with Mike Smith taking on the canal

LITTER PICKERS bank from the drawbridge to Ashford tunnel, returning on the road, and

e whete pou e Odile covering the canal bank from the drawbridge to Cross Oak and

back. Both collected relatively small amounts of litter. Regulars Gareth

and Eirona Davies covered the area through the village and along Station Road to the A40, collecting just a

third of a bag of litter. Rob and Dawn Goodwin kindly covered the dram road, Craig and Julie Burdon

covered from Pwllwhead Farm and Aber village, with Huw Morgan covering from Aber village and along
the reservoir dam wall.

In general low levels of litter were collected, however the area across the dam remains a ‘hotspot’
unfortunately. Anne Jeans kindly covered the Orchard Trail through the woods at Gilestone,
returning to the village. Mark Windham covered the areas behind the bus stop and the main road to the
hall and Gilestone Cottage, and Sue Large covered the areas around the retirement bungalows and Canol
Pentre. All of which yielded only small amounts of litter.

| collected limited amounts of litter from the playing fields, the Multi Use Games Area (MUGA), Henderson
Hall car park, children’s play area and Penpentre estate, although | know those volunteers involved in
bonfire night would have collected litter following the community firework display.
Sandra Briskham was kind enough to cover Maesmawr Lane and Maesmawr Close a couple of days later,
where she found virtually nothing, which is excellent news.

In total we collected seven bags on the day, although many of them were only half full. We were ham-
pered by fallen leaves, which could have been hiding some litter, and as usual some areas had more litter
than others, but in general, the quantity of litter collected remains low. The usual culprits continued to
feature ... cans, poo bags, plastic, and we have recently seen an increase in discarded vapes.

Over the early January period it became apparent that there was quite a significant amount of litter on the
roadside and in the hedgerows. It’s unclear if this was as a result of the stormy weather or because some
areas had become more visible, however | was able to arrange some ad hoc litter picks on a couple of days
when the sun was shining. Thank you to Lisa Preece, Linda Morgan, Hilary Williams and Anne Jeans for
their help on those days, and joining me to cover the areas from Talybont to the Dam and back down the
Dram road, the canal path, through the village and Station Road, and the Talybont/Cross Oak triangle —
four FULL bags collected!

A huge thank you to everyone who has taken part in the Talybont Tombles litter picks in 2023. Your help in
keeping Talybont and the surrounding area litter free is greatly appreciated by the community. Also a big
thank you to everyone who does their bit to collect litter when out and about. I’d also like to give a big
shout out and thank you to Martyn Davies, who has kindly donated several pairs of gloves that can be used
by the Tombles, which will be a great addition to our equipment.

Our next Talybont Tombles litter pick will take place on Saturday 2" March at 10am.
Meeting at Henderson Hall. New members are always welcome.
Equipment will be provided and | also have a few pairs of gloves, kindly donated by Martyn.

Fiona Morris (Organiser) Fionam25@btinternet.com 07971 787817
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Henderson Hall Children’s New Year Party 2024

It was lovely to see so many happy, smiling faces at the Children's New Year Party
held at Henderson Hall on Saturday 6" January. Games, prizes, food and fun were all part
of a fabulous event led by Lettie and Rob Francis, with the support of the Hall committee.

Thank you to everyone from the community who donated prizes and food, and brought
children along - parents and grandparents alike. It was wonderful to see the youngsters having
such a good time. A special thank you to the Beacons Churches for their financial support.

Talybont WI

Talybont WI ended the year with our AGM and supper in November and our Christmas dinner in December.
After the business part of the meeting in November, members provided quite a spread. It is great to have an
evening where we can chat with and enjoy each others company. This was followed in December with
another social evening, our Christmas dinner. This year we splashed out and were treated to fine dining at
Peterstone Court. We ate at three large, round tables in the main room, and it was made cosy by two roaring
fires. We enjoyed a three or two course meal, with a traditional Christmas dinner on offer but also the choice of
pheasant, fish and a vegetarian option. Speaking personally, the pheasant was cooked to perfection! During the
evening we held a competition which each table took part in, jointly working out the Christmas carols and songs
from the part clues. It proved quite a challenge, but fun all the same.

We have now compiled our programme for 2024, and started the year with a highly professional talk on DNA,
finger printing, forensics and crime. Our speaker, Dr Rhiannon Morgan talked about the history of DNA and how
it was discovered and then implemented to solve crimes, and how it has subsequently been used to solve
historic cold cases with great success. She gave a very informative and interesting talk, illustrated with

true stories.

Our following two meetings are, ‘Gentle Exercises to improve balance and strength’
with Charlie on 14th February, and Joyce Gervis from Ty-Mawr talking about her
charity walks for Velindre Hospital in the company of Derek Brockway and Rhod
Gilbert on 13™ March. Please feel free to join us if one or both of these evenings

takes your fancy.

For further information please contact Penny Morgan on 01874 665283 INSPIRING woMEN
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UPDATE ON THE TALYBONT COMMUNITY PLATINUM JUBILEE WOOD -
part of the QUEEN’S GREEN CANOPY PROJECT

Having successfully planted almost 200 trees in the Talybont Community

Platinum Jubilee Wood in November 2022, by the following Spring of

2023 we felt the little saplings needed some extra care to help them

grow strongly. Huw Baldwin had very kindly deposited a large pile of QUEEN’S GREEN
wood chippings on the edge of the enclosure, and these were spread in CANOPY

a thick layer all around the base of each tree. This served as a mulch to

suppress the growth of the vigorous grass and allow the trees some

space to grow. It was also excellent in preserving the moisture around the roots, which was very
welcome during the very dry spell in May and June. Luckily the rains came in July so that we didn’t have
to devise a way of watering — quite a task with so many small saplings to look after! We were pleased to
see most of the little trees sprouting up through their protective rabbit guards. A detailed check of each
tree guard in the autumn showed us that about 20% had died — this is about the average loss rate and to
be expected, and not so bad after the Spring drought.

There is a plan to replant with about 50 more saplings before the winter is over — in late February or
March. If anyone would be able to help with this that would be much appreciated! Date to be decided.

We were delighted to see a few wildflowers appearing in the long grass during the Spring and Summer —
Lady’s Smock, various hawkweeds, buttercups and dandelions. There were also a few butterflies flitting
about. This is a very welcome feature and we hope to identify more species in the coming Spring — you
could call it mini-rewilding!

The gently winding footpath through the wood is well-trodden, which is wonderful and clearly a much
used route up to the forestry above. When the weather warms up we hope more people will come and
see how our community wood is growing, and sit on the beautiful oak bench which Harry Chapman so
expertly made for us all to enjoy this special place.

Spring at Llansantffraed Church
The team at St Bride’s have two events to ease us all into spring and to
provide the community with a chance to see inside our beautiful Victorian
Gothic church. On Saturday 3" of February, 10:30am to 11:30am, we will be
marking St Brigid’s Day — the actual saint’s day is the 1* of February — with an
Open House. St Brigid (or St Bride, or Sant Ffraid, Sant Ffraed or Sant Ffred in
Welsh — hence Llansantffraed) is associated with poetry and craft as well as
being one of Ireland’s patron saints, so we hope to include all these elements in
our Open House. We are particularly keen to meet those in the community who are passionate about poetry, are

craft lovers or have an Irish connection, but absolutely everyone is very welcome. There will be Irish-themed
refreshments. On Friday 1% of March we will be holding a St David’s Day lunch from 12:30pm to 2pm at the
church — expect a simple lunch of soup, cheese and Welsh cakes, and a chance to find out more about St David.
Come along for as little or as long as you like.

If anyone is interested in helping out at either of these events, please let me know.

Any donations will go towards the upkeep of Llansantffraed church.

llansantffraed.juxta.usk@gmail.com 07931 727130
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Would vyou like to explore how
to improve the energy efficiency,
environmental sustainability and costs of

TALYBONT AR WYS(,| heating your home?

TALYBONT ON USK 4 :

Talybont Energy is about to trial individualised remote consultations with The Heating Hub for five
selected homes in our community. You can read about the different road map consultations
which Heating Hub offers here: https://www.theheatinghub.co.uk/how-we-work/green-home-plans
The consultations are by phone and online, and range in price from £250 to £450 depending on the size

and complexity of the house and the level of advice you want.

For this trial, Talybont Energy will select five homes and cover 75% of the Heating Hub charge per
household on your chosen roadmap consultation. Talybont Energy will expect the selected
households to feedback the value of the process and their resulting actions so we can gauge the value
of extending this (or similar schemes) to more homes in the future.

If you live in the Talybont-on-Usk council area and wish to apply for selection in this
initial trial, please complete this short survey, https://forms.gle/RDoEffHScFOnjmD16

before February 20", about your home and the specific advice you are looking for.

From the applications received we will seek to select a diversity of housing types
and heating needs. These details are also available on the Talybont Energy

. S Link
website, www.talybontenergy.co.uk urvey Lin

Alison Kidd info@talybontenergy.co.uk

Aber, Benaiah and Bethania Chapels
Date for your Diary - Sunday 2" June, 2pm

An invitation to meet in our church yards to hear about some of the late
characters buried there, and for a social history afternoon with refreshments.

First stop, Aber Chapel at 2pm - parking in adjacent field.
Just to whet your interest, find out about the character with this epitaph:

A sudden chance and in a moment fell

And had no time to bid my friends farewell
Think nothing strange, death happens to us all
My lot today, tomorrow you may fall.

' Page 8 Talybont Matters
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USK VALLEY GARDENING G\

th , . AGM
19" January 7pm Fri Talk | Talybont Village Hall Nina Krauzewicz — Painting by Numbers
20™ February 7pm Tue | Talk | Llangynidr Village Hall Neville Davies — Gardens in Mallorca
21% March 7pm Thu Talk | Bwich Village Hall Terry Walton — Gardening on an allotment
17" April 7pm Wed Talk | Talybont Village Hall Paul Green — Sensory Sensations
24" May 11am Fri visit | Slestone Market Garden, Chas Hefford

Talybont

14™ June 11am Fri Visit | Nant y Bedd Garden Sue Mabberley, includes 2 hour guided tour
27" July Sat Visit | Dyffryn Gardens (NT)
August Village Shows
20™ September Fri Visit | Picton Nurseries
15" October Tue Talk | Llangynidr Village Hall Amy Kitcher from CWGC — Gardening the Globe
21% November Thu Talk | Bwich Vllage Hall Gareth Davies — Planting in Containers
12" December Thu Meal | TBC
Visits
Details of times and travel arrangements for visits will be announced in due course.
Membership

Annual membership £10 Non-members /3 per meeting, payable on the night. Additional costs may apply for visits.
Contact
uskvallevga@zohomail.eu

The Annual General Meeting of the UVGA was held at Henderson Hall, Talybont on Friday, 19"
January, at which the following Officers were appointed:

Chairman GARETH DAVIES (Talybont)
Vice-chairman KEITH HOLGATE (Talybont)
Secretary HELEN BURNS (Bwich)
Treasurer LESLEY PRICE (Bwich)
Programme Secretary LINDA WINDHAM (Talybont)
Publicity SUE HANKEY (Llangynidr)

HANK JACKSON (Bwich)
GARETH DAVIES (Talybont)

Following the appointment of Officers a very interesting short presentation was given by Nina
Krauzewicz, in which she explained about her botanical art work, and a selection of her excellent
drawings and paintings was available for viewing by members.

For more information about the Society please get in touch.

Gareth Davies gebdavies@btinternet.com 01874 676200
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Church Notes

The Beacons Churches (Cantref, Llanfrynach, Llanhamlach, Llansantffraed, Llandetty and Llanfeugan) are
now part of the Brecon and Epynt Ministry Area. Here are the contact details for the local clergy team:

Revd Kelvin Richards (Priest) > kelvinrichards@cinw.org.uk ‘@ 07396 725577

Revd Liz Bramley (Curate) @ liz.bramley@icloud.com D 01874 665267
Revd Dr Gill Todd (MA Leader) @ gbtodd@btinternet.com 4 01874 610902
CHURCH SERVICES - USUAL PATTERN
1* Sunday of the month 10am Holy Communion at Llanfrynach
2" Sunday of the month 10am Holy Communion at Llanfeugan
11am Family Church at Henderson Hall
3" Sunday of the month 10am Holy Communion at Llansantffraed
10am Holy Communion at Cantref
4™ Sunday of the month 10am Holy Communion at Llandetty
10am Holy Communion at Llanhamlach
5" Sunday of the month 10am Holy Communion (see below)
SPECIAL SERVICES FOR MOTHERING SUNDAY, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
Mothering Sunday 10" March 10am Mothering Sunday Service at Llanfeugan
10am Mothering Sunday Service at Llanhamlach
Maundy Thursday 28" March 7pm Holy Communion at Cantref
Good Friday 29" March 10am Service of Readings and Prayers at Llanhamlach
2pm 'The Last Hour' Readings and Prayers at Llanfeugan
Easter Sunday 31 March 10am Holy Communion at Llansantffraed

10am Holy Communion at Llanfrynach

OTHER EVENTS
Saturday 3™ February 10.30am — 1.30pm
Open Morning at Llansantffraed Church to celebrate St Brigid, our Patron Saint.
Refreshments and crafts. Donations welcome for the church.

LENT EVENTS
Wednesday 14" February Ash Wednesday services
10am Holy Communion at Llanfeugan
7pm Holy Communion at Llanhamlach
Wednesday 21st February 7pm Evening Prayers at Llanhamlach
This is part of a week of prayer for church growth around the Ministry Area.

LENT STUDY COURSE We are planning a Lent Study over Zoom, 7pm — 8.30pm on five Thursdays
in Lent — February 22" & 29" March 7%, 14™ & 21%. Further details from Revd Kelvin Richards.

TWO LENT LUNCHES of soup, bread and cheese — donations to Christian Aid A\
Friday 1st March 12.30 - 2pm LL N =2
Celebrate St David's Day at Llansantffraed Church — soup and Welsh cakes
Friday 15th March 12.30 - 2pm in Henderson Hall RN

More lunches may be announced!

We may occasionally have to make changes to these services. You will find full and up to date details of
services and events on the church and community noticeboards, and also on our Facebook page,
Churches around Talybont. All are welcome to our services and events.
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A 30 Year Dream Comes True Adapted by Seamus Hamill-Keays and Karen Farr
from a report in The Express, 17" July 1969.

Talybont’s New Henderson Hall
A Far Sighted Development

A dream of more than 30 years ago finally
came true at the weekend. But the man
who gave that dream the push it needed
with a donation of £4,000, retired mining
engineer, Mr John Henderson was unable to
make the journey from his home in London
to see it materialise.

Instead, the Henderson Hall at Talybont-on-
Usk was officially opened on Saturday by his
wife, Mrs R Henderson, thirty-two years
after the first meeting was called to discuss
the provision of a new village hall in 1937.

3 SR L2 8 It wasin 1963 that a Promotion Committee
Mrs R. Henderson is pictured with Mr Bryan was formed on instructions of Mr
Stephens who presented her with the key on behalf  Henderson who had left the village some

M Ll h h ] . .
of Messrs J qu Step ens a'.’d _50"5’ the main — +velve months before to live in London. He
contractors. Also in the picture is Sian Scotford, Mr .
established a trust of £4,000.

Lloyd Stephen’s granddaughter, who presented Mrs
Henderson with a bouquet.

The Promotion Committee was formed of two representatives each of the Llanfeigan and Llanddetty
Parish Councils, and the Talybont and District Women’s Institute. The Promotion Committee ceased to
function when a management committee, consisting of six local members, nineteen members of local
organisations and three co-opted members, was formed and plans for the hall really got under way.

The Committee applied to the Parish Council for land and it was agreed that the village hall scheme
should run in parallel with the scheme for redeveloping the playng field. But late in 1964 came the
first of two set-backs. The Hall Committee applied for a grant, but due to the economic squeeze, the
plan had to be postponed, and it was not until February last year that approval came. Half the cost
would be borne by the Ministry of Education and the remaining quarter, after Mr Henderson’s
donation, by the Breconshire Education Authority.

Then came the second temporary set-back. As the months slipped by, costs had risen and hall plans
had to be cut back to fit the budget, but finally tenders went out and the contract was awarded to a
local builder. The firm of Messrs J Lloyd Stephens began work at the end of October last year.

Last weekend saw the opening of a building of which Mr Stephens and the people of Llanfeigan and
Llanddetty can be proud.
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m ABER CHAPEL SERVICES
e February 4™ Mr Paul Edwards

Caral, Side, April 7™ Rev Ray Lewis
May 5™ Mrs Liz Tadd

o June 7™ Mrs Penny Robinson

alybont Stores
Canal Side Cafe & Post Office March 17?5 NAIAI;\ SEF_V:F‘_CE;
arc rsLiz Ta
03?14 f:7t6663 . May 19t Mrs Penny Robinson
www.talybontstores.co.uk June 23™ Mr Paul Edwards

enquiries@talybontstores.co.uk
All start at 10.30am

LIVING NATIVITY
Talybont Living Nativity took to the streets again on Christmas Eve, with Mary and Joseph searching for
a safe place where Jesus could be born. Turned away at all the village pubs, they eventually found shel-
ter and a welcome in the farm barn, where a short service was held. There, the retiring collection
raised £421.60 for Save the Children's Gaza appeal, which helps children in communities most affected
by the war. A huge thank you to everyone who helped to make this such a successful event.
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Many thanks to the volunteers and Talybont Stores who

. L help in the distribution of this newsletter. Also to the
Council Publication individuals, groups and societies who have contributed
articles for this edition.

Talybont Matters is a Community

This edition edited by:
David MacDonald
Please email articles and suggestions to:
talybontmattersnews(@gmail.com

Editor’s Note
In compliance with the provisions of the Legal Deposit Libraries Act 2013,
this issue of Talybont Matters will be sent to the National Library of Wales
for archiving as part of the Library’s national collection.
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