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Talybont Matters
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TALYBONT -ON USK -
OUR COMMUNITY PAST TO THE
PRESENT

Launch of a special website
gw This new website will be launched ort Gttober. The si
| displays photographs both old and new about our communjty and
el |ts history. The launch was originally planned with a presgntation
i i el + at the Henderson Hall in April, but had to be cancelled due|to the
) - Covid 19 restrictions. As these show no signs of ending it will now
appear directly on the internet for everyone to view.
Please go to eithemvw.talybontonusk.walesor https://talybontonusk.wales where you will discovef a
coll ection of i1images and information about Jour
friendlyd with easy to access sections on dqur
settlements, schools, war time, societies and entertainment, and attractions. This prOJect is nat a defi
work and it can be readily expanded and corrected if rezwinas!
The excellent exhibition, sound recordings and brc ,
connected to the 50th anniversary of the Hendersor
covered groups, clubs and events comprehensively s,
have not been duplicated in any detail. This has all beg
possible by research and contributions of photogk
computing expertise and local knowledge by many geg
people. %
| hope you will enjoy looking through the various sectiorf $
possibly learn a little more about this very special [jgms
Wales.

John Jones

Talybont Matters Paper Copies
Normally about 350 paper copies of Talybont Matters would be posted through letter boxes by our
fantastic team of distributors. However, since Covid, the distribution has been mostly through an email
list. Unfortunately this only reaches about 130 residents. If you would like to be added to that email
distribution list, or know someone who would, please could contact emails be forwarded to
richardabram@btinternet.com
For the past two editions | have left quite a few copies in the shop but, as not many were collected, | am

assuming people didndét know they were there. F

shop and also intend to place some in the bus shelter which is acting as a wonderful community
exchange hub. Please can you pass the word on. Thank you. Richard Abram

Issue71 Many thanks to the volunteers and T S

di stribution of this newsletter. Al t he

Autumn 2020 societies who have contributed a fo



http://www.talybontonusk.wales
https://talybontonusk.wales

TALYBONT GARDENING CLUB
Virtual Gardening dan idea

seek out alternative means of socialising and sharing. | was disappointed that the Vvill&E

friends. The skills and knowledge are already there in our community. The Garden Club could

secretary aandra.briskham@btinternet.com

show had to be cancelled as | felt that an| al't
(for photographs for example) could have replaced the show in the hall and on Thedeldre my
personal views and do not necessarily represent the views of the committee of the Garden Club
| think the community, perhaps using the Garden Club as a leader, should consider using Zoom or sin
techniques to regenerate social interaction and entertainment in what is going to be adathe wiintgr
is going to be with us for months to come and we are going to have to learn to adapt to its restfictions
causing us. Zoom and other apps are already being widely used by us to communicate with|families

erhaps

the way as an experiment by holding some online meetings using both local and others to] presen
gardening topics. If you are a Garden Club member or may be interested in takir
g, part in virtual meeting when we have a presenter please email Sandra the Garden c

A few days ago | wrote to the Community Council asking for its help and support. It

is doing a superb job coordinating and supporting essential services for the gelderly
and vulnerable. | am delighted to report that the Council has agreed to fundjan
annual O6prod Zoom subscription. I n |Ii
up the 6communityd account with the intention
If your Talybont club or social group want to know more, please contact me on
tcommunity@btinternet.com Peter Seaman
WELSH LEARNERS- CORNER Y CY
Gaeagfagygt.Wi nt er
Mae' n tei-mi gatanhesoerrl t ' s feeling
Wyt ti'n gwisgoi d-gWi-gpeddl-& gerumesr e you wearinjg w.
Mi wna i -wewame ave gkhet will wear a hat.
Mi wna i wisg-anedo-0&ad srlglh-h€arme-4 wi |l |l wear Warn
Prynodd Megan -<odiwm ddg-t presme-Megan bought |Jwar
Bydda i ' n gwi s go.-dutflheaagw ieghinde e vmduwfregrel wi | I} we
warm cl othes tomorrow.
Mae dill ad fenyyd#h-& && vgnegglzday ek have got warm cljot h
Di ol ch Rhi an
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A Roman Fort at Talybont?

What have the Romans ever done for us?
Well, it can be argued that the need to subjugate the British tribes led to the construction of the pasis o
major road routes. The A40, for example, in the Usk Valley, for long stretches, is aligned with|the Rol
road from the fort at Abergavenny to the fort at Brecon Gaer. Part of this original route can|be trac
straight from Tretwavyerhdaws 8wl ath -wiiadr. Thedariainradted r t
then passed through Llansantffraed and paralleled the Usk to Brecon Gaer, the most importarjt fort in
area.

For some time, the track over AdtEsgair was regarded as a Roman road, even being miarked &
such on Ordnance Survey (OS) maps. Authoritative opinion now discounts this, along| with t
identification of the track from the fort at Gelligaer past Bryn Melyn to Maes Mawr Farm, as a R¢man rc
(This was a Celtic trade route long before Britain was a gleam in the eye of Julius Caes&gniuitjje 1
AD, the supply route for the Cohorts from Pennydarren Fort to Brecon Gaer was over the pasp at Stc
Arms, a much easier gradient for heavy wagons drawn by pairs of oxen yoked together.

Starting in Edwardian times, OS maps show a Roman road spur from the AbeEgeraoay 4t
LLansantffraed to Maes Mawr Farm. This is curious. Why would the Romans have built it? |t went
further. Recent research confirms the Usk Valley as one of the routes of the encirclement pf the
troublesome local tribe, the Silures, by the Legioc®5 AD. Tacitus, the Roman historian, tells us|after
this conquest by the Roman gener al Agricolla,
tribe. He would know; Agricola was his fattmaw. This ring includes Penydarren, Brecon [Gaer,
Llandovery, and Gelligaer. It does not take a military genius to identify the position of Talylpont as
important strategic location, commanding a major route into the heart of Silurian territory, Glyn y Collyn
fort at Talybont would give a considerable advantage.

The provenance of the Roman dqpur
to Talybont on older OS maps has Qeen
lost. All the documents relating to] its
inclusion were destroyed in the Segond
World War bombing of Southamptpn.
Modern OS maps do not show]it.
Literally earttshaking events during fhe
19h Century, canal and railway building,
reshaped our landscape, possibly
obliterating Roman remains. The fnap
below shows the probable alignmentjof a
Roman fort at Talybont.

For more information please see [ny
artTheé eCdngquemt of t
Brycheiniongl. XLIV, available cfine
through the website of the Brecknock
Societyhttps://brecknocksociety.co.ul/
resources/brycheiniog/

DN N - / S H m
N AR S o) i /
o et N . eamus Hamieays
Speculative outline of 12ha ( 29 acres) fort at Maes Mawr Farm based on Ordnance
Survey 1904, 2™ edition, Sheet XXXIV.12, Talybont and Llansantffraed. (Crown copyright expired)

%‘
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THE TALYBONT TOMBLES
Our last litter pick tooWeplNa’H h AL
14 adults and 4 you-nsglsitgehrtsl ya
numbers but this was due to s # oup
to be out and about at this t 8 unt e
numbe f visitors in the vil st
“"haul " =
L
Gareth and Eirona decided on a change of |rouf
pretty-a&anedawnentured along the towpath fron t he
and the main road through the village, whi|l st
direction as far as Cross Oak; Nevi |-t & eamdd aio
Road, Kevin did Maesmawr Close and Maesmawr L
Jonat han and Joel covered the <car par k, pl ay
checked out the Orchard Walk and the bottjom
Cl atpe ckehle back road past Cui Parc to Cross
| ater in the week did Penpentre, the OGSBrByng
and her young helper, Jenson, chose to do |t he
picked that area the week before -amd fidal nfaist!
fact a few days | ater she checked on the p|l ay
which just goes to show how much is |l eft RQehi
l'itter pick.
I n tot al we filled t he equi val ent
suspect more could be |lurking in t
< LIT) revealed next ti mel!l!! I have sihce
& .<<‘ with Jenson complete in yellow]|jac
c”O » t hank you sodymuuc harGersroy dedi cat gd!
,oﬁ Q Due to the new Covid 19 restrifgtio
/CKH\B our next |isSaéeurgagk monni"Ngvdrbker2s
“Catch the Community Spirit” when W e wi | | meet i nla@Iiecd ad&!l | nfcah
meantime i f anyone is out wal kijng
pick it up and | et dnegknow.so that | <can
Sandra Briskhaman®rgahisesekham@bn i pheme eced 7 & 27

A message from the Community Council

With Coronavirus very much a part of our Inesare still here to give support to anyone
who needs iPleasel on 6t hesi tate to get in touch.

Please contact Keren Bender, Clerk to the Community Council, if you requi
assistance.

re an

Our wonderful volunteers have helped many of you over the past months and stand rea

to continue with that support.
Kerenbenderl@gmail.com 07814513455
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CHURCH NOTES

At the time of writing the following are being provided across the Beacons Benefice and
Ministry Area:
Since the beginning of September Llanfrynach Church in the Beacons Benefice and Llango
Llyn Safaddan Parish have been open for werBhg@monthly pattern is:
1330am at Llanfrynach on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month
1630am at Llangors on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the Month
Because of the need for social distancing we are limited in the number of peopl
accommodate at either church building, SO
phone (0187876146) or email (kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com)dayrtheé day before, so {
places can be safely assigned.
Pl ease note though, that for t WFé&ctd 9rNow)nod
services In church are allowed to take place. However adRemembrance Sunday'8November

the wid

s Churcl

D
I
— D
Q

na

the wreath laying ceremony and act of Remembrance at Cross Oak at 11am is able to go agead

as planned.

A weekly short service of prayers and readings for people to use athisnseavailable to downlg
on the Beacons Benefice website: https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475/

ad

A short recorded video service, uploaded to YouTube each week for people to listen to and jpin in wi

The link to this can also be found on the Benefice webpage.

A weekly live service held over Zoom-808m each Sunday, which all are welcome to particigate in

just email me for the | ink youdll need i|ln or
A Family Church service, also over Zoom &%0&Ain on the second Sunday of each maghin emgil
me for the |link if youdl|l l i ke to join tlhis.
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