
Talybont Matters 

Find this newsletter in full colour on 
http://www.talybont.org/newsletter.html 

  
Many thanks to the volunteers and Talybont Stores who help in the   
distribution of this newsletter. Also to the individuals, groups and    

societies who have contributed articles for this edition. Summer 2020 

Newsletter for Talybont-on-Usk, Aber, Buckland, Cross Oak, Llandetty, Llansantffraed, Pencelli and Scethrog 

TALYBONT TOURISM GROUP 
 

CALLING LOCAL ARTISANS 
If you live in the Talybont Community Council area and have a  
creative talent that you are trying to promote, Talybont Tourism 
may be able to give you a little bit of love and support.  
Our brilliant member Scott, has come up with the concept of our 
very own on-line Talybont platform, to support local artisans by 
giving them an on-line selling space for their goods and products. 
This will then be promoted on our Visit Talybont Facebook shop 
and on our website www.visittalybontonusk 

We already have some very talented individuals who will be showcased but this is a call out for anyone else 
who would like to have another outlet for their creativity. We know how amazing you all are so, let’s spread 
the word and highlight what an extraordinary amount of talent we have right here on our doorstep. You do 
have to become a Talybont Tourism member but can get going right now with 
no fees due until next January. At £20 this hopefully won’t break the bank! 
 
                      Contact us on email: visittalybontonusk@gmail.com 
 
LOCAL PHOTO COMPETITION AND CALENDAR 
We had a wonderful response to our very first Talybont Calendar for 2020 
which showcased some of the beautiful photographs that were submitted as 
part of our photo competition. It seemed rude not to go again this year and we have already had some bril-
liant pics in from you from your lockdown walks! 
Now we can get out and about more, don’t forget to send any good snaps of local scenery, animals, boats, 
you in action or anything else that grabs you.  To enter send your picture to visittalybontonusk@gmail.com 
or tag your pics on Instagram using #talybontphotocomp  You could win a meal in one of our local pubs, 
half a day photography course, time with a National Park Warden or fishing on the River Usk along with 
getting a winning photograph in next year’s calendar. Which, will be available to buy in September so watch 
this space.                                                                                              Clare Wright 

TEA and CHAT        OUTDOORS PICNIC STYLE 
 

On Monday 3rd August at 3pm at back of Hall. 
Its time to get together again in a slightly different way. 

An umbrella or parasol may be needed but a good catch up is 
guaranteed along  with tea and cake of course.  
                                                                          Cherry Jones 
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WELSH LEARNERS CORNER   -   CORNEL Y CYMRAEG 

. 
Croeso pawb eto 

 
Wel Beth wnest ti dros y cyfnod y cloi? 
-well-beth-were-nest-tea-dross-urh-cuf-nod-cl-oi? 
                                                   Well what did you do over the lock down period? 
 
Darllenais i lyfr. Dar-ll-en-nice-eer-luv-ur. I read a book. 
Dysgais i Gymraeg. Dusk-ice-ee-gum-righ-g. I learnt Welsh 
Bwytais i ormod. Boy-tice-ee-or-mord. I ate too much! 
Rhedais i bob dydd. Rhed-dice-ee-borb-deeth. I ran every day. 
Gwyliais i deledu. Gwill-ee-ice-ee-del-eddy. I watched TV 
Cerddais i bob dydd. Cer-th-thice-ee-borb-deeth. I walked every day. 
Gwnes i Fara. Gwn-nes-ee-fa-ra. I made bread. 
Nofiais i yn y afon. Nofy-ee-ice-ee-un-ur-ah-fon. I swam in the river. 
Gweithiais i yn y ardd. Gway-thee-ice-ee-un-ur-ar-th. I worked in the garden. 
Gwnes i lawer o waith ysgol. Gwn-nes-ee-law-ur-oh-why-th-us-gol. I did lots of school work. 
 
Digon am nawr (Enough for now) 
Mwynhewch (Enjoy) 
 
 
There are also lots of apps and learn Welsh opportunities to follow on FaceBook and YouTube. Duo lingo and 
SSIW (say something in Welsh) are an example of apps and 'learn Welsh' have a FaceBook page which is run-
ning a course Mon-Fri every week at 3pm for complete beginners. Join our 'Siop Siarad Talybont at wysg'  Face-
Book page to find out more too. 
                                                                                             Diolch           Rhian 
            

          

Talybont Show 2020 
 
Regrettably, like many other village shows locally and across 
the country, we have taken the decision to cancel the annual 
village show, The decision wasn’t taken lightly and was based 
on guidance published by the Welsh government regarding  
required safety measures and after consultation with the    
Community Council and Henderson Hall committee. We join the 
long list of cancelled events which include Brecon Show and the 
Royal Welsh. 
I know a lot of you had started on craft exhibits, testing cake 
recipes, planning monster veg and show winning floral exhibits 
plus, of course secret tug of war training! The show committee 
had put a lot of effort into bringing some new elements to the 
show, including a Dog show, BBQ, Bike obstacle course and an 
expanded local crafts area, but the safety and wellbeing of the 
local community must come first so all our hard work will have 
to be a practice run for 2021. 
We aim to just to carry over the planned classes until next 
year’s show. We understand that some children may have  
completed some entries during lockdown but, don’t worry, next 
year the age limits for all children’s classes will have a year 
added. This will allow a child who may move up an age group to 
enter previously completed articles. 
  
I would like to thank the show committee for all their work     
towards this year’s show, if you have any suggestions of things 
you would like to see at the village show or you would like to get 
involved please contact – Kevin (Show Chairman) - 01874 
676067 

Birds of  Mallorca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In our last edition of Talybont Matters 

there was an article highlighting this    

recent book publication by Neville      

Davies. At the time the details of how to 

get hold of the book were not available 

but now are. 

£12.99 plus £1.40 p+p 
Email Neville for BACS details on 
wildmajorca@gmail.com  
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TALYBONT GARDENING CLUB 
  

 The lockdown hasn’t stopped the weeds ignoring social distancing in member’s gardens. 

Although the heat and drought of April and May discouraged weed growth, they seem to 

have found new energy during June and club members are using a lot of their isolation 

time hoeing and forking out the little blighters. The virus stopped our club programme in 

its tracks when we had to cancel a number of garden visits. Very sadly indeed, Eira Jones passed away in 

May. Although she had only been a member of our Garden Club for just over a year she was an enthusiastic 

and knowledgeable member and will be very sadly missed.  In fact she loved organising trips. We would 

have accompanied her on a visit to Wyndcliffe Gardens near Chepstow and David Austin Roses, had not 

the Coronavirus cancelled all outings. 

Sandra, our hard-working secretary, is coordinating a monthly exchange of photos and reports of members’ 

gardens. This is proving very interesting if at times a little depressing when I see the photos of Gareth’s   

garden. Why can’t my roses look like that? 

Let’s hope we can get things back to normal very soon. Happy weeding!                     Peter Seaman 

Messages from Talybont-
on-Usk Community  

Council 
 
With lockdown slowly being lifted we 
are still here to give support to anyone 
who needs it. Please contact Keren 
Bender, Clerk to the Community 
Council, if you require any assistance.  
Our wonderful volunteers have helped 
many of you over the past months and 
stand ready to continue with that   
support.  
Kerenbender1@gmail.com 
07814513455 
 
Tennis Courts Re-opens 
Delighted to announce the tennis 
courts at Henderson Hall have now   
re-opened.  
However there are guidelines that have 
to be observed. 
Only play singles. 
Bring your own rackets and balls. 
You are responsible for own hygiene, 
wipe gates and handles after use. 
 
Children’s Play Area Re-opens  
Welsh Governments guidelines have 
enabled the Community Council to   
re-open its play area.  
However there are rules that have to 
be observed.  
You will find the notices advising  
parents and guardians on what actions 
need to be taken. The notices are   
attached to the gates. 

mailto:Kerenbender1@gmail.com
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Talybont-on-Usk and District WI 
 
 
It has been a difficult time for us all in the past months but 
WI members have been active in a variety of ways.  
Keren Bender a member of our WI coordinated support on  
behalf of Talybont Community Council for those in isolation  
or in need during the pandemic in the community, well done  
Keren. 
Talybont on Usk and District WI haven't met since March so we are hoping that the 
Government restrictions will be relaxed for indoor activities by September to enable us 
to meet again. We would have to social distance of course which is viable for the    
membership number we are at present. This will enable us to resume our monthly   
meetings however we await further guidelines. 
It has been far from all doom and gloom for the membership during this time. Very  
early in lock-down the WI Bridge group accessed a Trickster Card game online and have 
been playing with fellow members weekly. Members see each other virtually on the 
game site or by using WhatsApp on their mobile phones to communicate. Different 
foursomes have continued to play throughout this difficult period in our lives. 
The golf group returned to play at Cradoc Golf Club when restrictions were lifted a few 
weeks ago. Initially play reconvened playing individually but now it has changed to play in 
twos. They were pleased to return to an enjoyable pastime and they end the session 
with a socially distanced coffee and catch up. 
Another member, Cherry Jones, decided to take cake to the Tea and Chat members  in 
the community last month as we were unable to meet which was very well received. 
Thank you Cherry. 
As with all restrictions in our present situation we will have to wait on Government 
guidelines to get back to the new normality in our community. 
 
The meetings are as below at present: 
August – Holiday month - No Meeting 
9th September – Quiz Night Competition – A limerick “An evening out and having fun” 
with Anne Jeans and Christina Gale     
14th October – “Social Prescribing” Rhiannon Davies Competition A stress relieving tip 
to promote good mental health 
11th November – AGM 
9th December – Christmas Dinner 
Please feel free to come to a meeting 7pm on the second Wednesday of the month and 
join us before you decide to become a member. Take care and continue to stay safe and 
healthy. 
                                                                         Penny Morgan 

Siop Siarad 
Since the lockdown we have not met as a group in our usual venue. Some of our mem-
bers have been doing  different things in Welsh on line and Zoom etc. 
Siop Siarad will be reconvening on Friday August 7th 10.30am at 2 Station Road  
Anybody who has just started learning at any level and would like to join us will be very 
welcome.  
                                                        Maureen Probert   01874 - 676204 
 
A new Electronic Bus Timetable has been installed at the Bus Stop. It is fab. Also thanks 
to everyone who has been contributing and taking part in the Book Swap in the Bus Shelter which has been 
quite successful. 
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Henderson Hall News 
It is with mixed feelings that one sees the influx of visitors to the village over the last few days. In some ways it 
has been good to have had it so quiet over the spring and early summer, on the other hand so many in the     
village depend on the income and trade that the visitors bring with them. Anyway our  visitors are clearly back 
and we welcome them.  
   A brief update from the village hall. The Hall is gradually opening up in line with Government guidelines. We 
have adapted some of the Hall procedures to fit in with the new world. I think inevitably people will be              
understandably nervous about particularly indoor meetings but I hope confidence will return the longer the virus 
remains under control. 
   We have been fortunate to receive a grant from the government and have also had our usual support from the 
Community Council, both are greatly appreciated. It may be that we will, in future months, have to re-evaluate 
how the hall pays its way. We certainly have some months leeway where we can assess what the “normal” now 
looks like .  
   We are hoping to have an outdoor event on the 30th August to launch the Storyboard. The format of this is yet 
to be finalised but plans at present are for a Falconry display, perhaps some races for the children, possibly a 
barbecue, controlled viewing of the storyboard in the Hall and hopefully an outdoor recital by the Gwent Chamber 
Orchestra. This event is intended for local families and will be kept pretty low key. It will only go ahead if the 
weather allows us to be outdoors and of course if we can safely hold it within the guidelines .  
   We have our AGM on the 30th July, a combination of a few people face to face alongside the ability to join by 
video if people prefer. I am stepping down as chair with Ben Mullen taking over. We are also losing Verity as  
secretary and if anyone is interested on taking on this voluntary role please do contact anyone on the committee.  
I would like to thank the committee for tolerating my many bad habits but mainly for their hard work over what has 
been for me a good two years .                                 
                                                                                                            Phil Darbyshire 
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 THE TALYBONT TOMBLES 
Our last Litter Pick was the week after Storm Dennis and an article 
appeared in the last issue but then followed Lockdown, so as a group, 
we have not been able to meet. However, some of our group were 
still keen to keep the village and its environs neat and tidy and made 
use of their daily walking exercise to “Pick” at the same time!!  
Gareth & Eirona say that “thankfully we found that there has been 
very little litter to be collected along Station Road and on the road 
through the village in the last few months but this may well change 
in the near future as more people visit the area”; Richard did the 
Canal Tow Path from Pencelli to Talybont. He said he “had hardly any 
rubbish, which isn't really surprising. Also, no dog poo bags - a first”;  
Lettie, Elsie and Pip have been busy down their section of road as far as the Playing Fields, Lettie 
said “there was not much at all as it was at the strictest part of Lockdown when no one was around.  
Only the odd bit of old stuff!”;  Gerry too has been out and said “I picked from Abercynafon to the 
reservoir with a friend in June. Several bags collected”; and finally, Anne and Tim ventured a bit 
further afield – up as far as the Water Falls, Anne said “Tim and I were up to the waterfalls    
weekend before last. We saw hardly any litter and were thinking how well visitors were behaving 
when we came upon a black bin bag stuffed with the remains of someone’s party. Why go to the 
trouble of collecting your litter then leaving the bag behind! Tim hauled it back and it is in my bin. I 
went all round the village during lockdown about a month ago and came back with a few bits in a   
carrier bag. There was virtually no litter while lockdown continued, which proves it is not us locals!” 

Now - meet our latest new recruit – 6 year old Joel Morrow who went out 
with his dad Jonathan in May and this photo and comments from local   
resident were on the Talybont Facebook Community Page.  Joel started his 
pick in the park, and then carried on and did most of the area in the village 
including the canal bank and ended up at the bottom of Station Road 
where this photo was taken  He only filled half a bag which once again goes 
to show that it is not locals that leave the litter. Very well done Joel and 
thank you so much. We look forward to you joining us as a regular as soon 
as possible. 
Gareth and I discussed the possibility of holding a Litter Pick in August 
but when I checked with Rachel Palmer our Powys Keep Wales Tidy      
contact she said that “Keep Wales Tidy's current advice regarding group 
litter picks is that they should not go ahead,  
regardless of whether social distancing can be 
implemented”.  However, we feel an “unofficial” 
Litter Pick can take place with individuals from 

the same household walking out as some of you do now.  So we have      
earmarked the evening of Tuesday 4th August.  However, it would have to 
be within your own family groups.  I know that some of you already have 
the picking equipment so if there is anyone else who would like to take 
part I have the necessary equipment here which I can fully sanitise      
before handing over. The suggested “kick off” time would be 6 pm (or 
whatever time suits you on that evening).  Please contact me nearer the 
time so that I can make sure I can get the equipment ready and which you 
would need to collect from my house here in Station Road. You can choose your own routes. 
           Sandra Briskham, Organiser   sandra.briskham@btinternet.com or phone 676297 

Garden packages from Keep Wales Tidy.  
 

Starter garden packages are open to community groups and organisations of all shapes and sizes. 
  
There are three sets of garden packages to choose from. Each one includes all the native plants, tools 
and materials you’ll need; guidance on how to install the garden, and a small amount of Keep Wales 
Tidy officer time to provide extra advice and support. 
 

https://www.keepwalestidy.cymru/pages/category/nature-starter-community 

mailto:Sandra.briskham@btinternet.com
https://www.keepwalestidy.cymru/pages/category/nature-starter-community
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Talybont Stores, Canalside Cafe and Post Office 
01874 676663 www.talybontstores.co.uk enquir-

ies@talybontstores.co.uk 
 

CAFÉ 
NOW OPEN FOR TAKEAWAY FOOD, DRINKS & HOMEMADE CAKES 

Wednesday to Sunday 8.00am until 4.00pm 
SHOP NOW OPEN 

Monday to Friday 7.00am to 7.00pm 
Saturday 8.00am to 7.00pm 
Sunday 8.00am until 6.00pm 

 

We can arrange delivery of shopping and newspapers, as we 
are coordinating with Keren, the Clerk to the Community Council, with the 

help of the 50 volunteers 
 

SO PLEASE IF YOU NEED ANY  
Fresh Fruit and Vegetables, Fresh daily Bread and rolls, delivered daily 

Milk, cheese and Yoghurts, Groceries, Newspapers 
Or anything else that we stock we can get it in for you the next day 

Fresh Meat  
Is being delivered to us on a Wednesday, so if you require and ham,            

sausages, bacon, mince, chicken, steaks, gammon, joints etc 
Please let us know by a Monday 

 
We can set up a monthly account for you, so you can pay by either cheque or 

BACS payments 
 

At this very uncertain time, we still need your support to help keep the 
shop, CAFE and Post Office open. So if you can please buy local to help 

keep your Local community shop, cafe and Post Office open 
Thank you 

Regan, Rob and all the staff at Talybont Stores 
We are also on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and Instagram 

HENDERSON HALL 200 CLUB 

 
Henderson Hall runs a 200 Club which helps 
with the upkeep of the hall, from which we all 
benefit.  It is only £10 per year and the draws 
take place every quarter –  usually at an event 
in the hall.  There are 5 Prizes each time 
which are £50, £35, £25, £15, and £10 

Winners  
July  2020 £50 Neil Startin 

£35 Keren Bender 

£25 Charles Morgan 

£15 Dr Keith Holgate 

£10 Alastair  

Mackeown 

http://www.talybontstores.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@talybontstores.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@talybontstores.co.uk
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Editor’s Note 
In compliance with the provisions of the Legal  

Deposit Libraries Act 2013, this issue of     

Talybont Matters will be sent to the National 

Library of Wales for archiving as part of the 

Library’s national collection. 

Talybont Matters is a Community Council Publication   

This edition edited by: 

 Richard Abram 

 

Please send articles & contact details to:     

Ger-Yr-Afon,  Pencelli,  LD3 7LX  

email: richardabram@btinternet.com 

CHURCH NEWS 
 

At the time of writing the following are being provided 
across the Beacons Benefice and the wider Ministry   
Area: 
 
A weekly short service of prayers and readings for people 

to use at home.  This is available to download on the 
Beacons Benefice website:   

         https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475/   
 
A short recorded video service, uploaded to YouTube 

each week for people to listen to and join in with.  
The link to this can also be found on the Benefice 
webpage.  If you know anyone who does not have 
access to the internet but who would like to receive a 
CD audio copy of these services do please contact 
me on 01874 676146 or  

       kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com, and I’ll arrange 
to have a copy posted to them. 

 
A weekly live service held over Zoom at 10-30am each 

Sunday, which all are welcome to participate          
in - just email me for the link you’ll need in order to 
join. 

 
A Family Church service over Zoom at 11-30am every 

other Sunday - again email me for the link if you’ll 
like to join this. 

 
Once a week between 10am and 11am on Thursday 

mornings, Llangors Church is open for  private 
prayer. 

 
                                  Kelvin Richards (Priest in Charge) 

Tolkien and the Wines of  Jerez 
       Fans of Tolkien will know that the Hobbits passed through 

their Buckland at the start of their trek in The Lord of the Rings. 

They crossed the Brandywine River and passed by Brandy Hall, 

the great mansion  of the Brandybucks. Seamus Hamill-

Keays’s curiosity about these names prompted him to continue 

his    research into Tolkien’s connection with this area. His lat-

est findings have been published in the newsletter of a Special    

Interest of American Mensa. This is not available to the public 

but Seamus has summarised his evidence on a webpage, Tolkien 

and the Wines of Jerez, in which the undeniable connections of the 

Tolkien boys and their Welsh-Spanish guardian Father Francis 

Morgan with Buckland are presented.  

See http://www.talybont.com/brandy2.html  

 

Available from  

Talybont Stores 

https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/s475/
mailto:kelvin@beaconssafaddan.plus.com
http://www.talybont.com/brandy2.html

