
Talybont Matters  

Find this newsletter in full colour on 
http://www.talybont.org/newsletter.html 

  
Many thanks to the volunteers and Talybont Stores who help in the   
distribution of this newsletter. Also to the individuals, groups and    

societies who have contributed articles for this edition. Winter 2021  

Newsletter for Talybont -on -Usk, Aber, Buckland, Cross Oak, Llandetty, Llansantffraed, Pencelli and Scethrog  

Talybont Matters Paper Copies  
Normally about 350 paper copies of Talybont Matters would be posted through letter boxes by our  

fantastic team of distributors. However, since Covid, the distribution has been mostly through an email 

list. Unfortunately this only reaches about 130 residents. If you would like to be added to that email  

distribution list, or know someone who would, please could contact emails be forwarded to  

richardabram@btinternet.com 

For this edition I will again leave quite a few copies in the shop and also place some in the bus shelter 

which is acting as a wonderful community exchange hub. Please can you pass the word on. Thank you.                           
Richard Abram 

Christmas Card CompetitionðThe Results! 
 
With the coronavirus pandemic still causing us to stay at home and realising that 
the usual community functions, like the parties and Christmas bingo, would not be 
able to go ahead, we decided at the November meeting of Talybont-on-Usk     
Community Council to help with raising the festive spirits and promote a Christmas 
poster competition which could be displayed in a window or door. 

Leaflets were delivered to households 
inviting people to take part and we 
had a tremendous response with     
entrants ranging from 2 years old to 
pension age and spread right across 
the community. 
The entries from all the entrants were 
of a very high standard and it was   
evident to see the enjoyment had 
when producing the posters, which 
was the main aim for us as a council 
to see. 
It was difficult to separate a winner 
from all the various entrants but the 
judges decided on the poster entered 
by 9 year old Emilia Rogers, whose 
poster is displayed here. 
The winner won a hamper kindly      
donated by Talybont Stores and the 
runners up each received Ã5 gift 
vouchers kindly donated by W R 

James and Sons. 
We would also like to thank everyone who entered and also to all the volunteers who helped      
distribute the leaflets around the community. 

                                    Geraint James on behalf of Talybont-on-Usk Community Council 
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WELSH LEARNERS CORNER   -   CORNEL Y CYMRAEG 
. 

    Blwyddyn Newydd Dda (Happy New Year) 
 

Siop Siarad 10.30 - 12.00 every Friday Morning will be on Zoom 
up  until Half Term and probably longer. If you would like to join us 
to practice your listening and speaking skills please email me 
(rhianyoung38@gmail.com) for the link. All levels welcome. (Also 
we are thinking about doing a 10.00 - 10.30 slot for complete          
beginners if there was enough interest.)  
 

 
Dych chi'n mwynhau gwneud symiau? -da-ch-ch-een-moyn-high-gw-nayd-sum-i-eye- Do you enjoy 
doing sums? 
Tri lluosi tri -tree-lee-os-ee-tree- three times three 
Cant rhannu pump -can't-ran-nee-pim-p- a hundred divided by five 
Naw rhannu Tri - now-ran-nee-tree - nine divided by three 
Deg adio pump - deg-add-ee-i-o-pim-p - ten add five 
Mae chwech tynnu tri yn hafal i dri -my-ch-ware-ch-ton-nee-tree-un-ha-fal-ee-dree - six take away 
three is equal to three 
Dw i eisiau saith deg tri afal - do-ee-eye-shy-sigh-th-deg-tree-af-fal - I want seventy three apples 
Ble mae'r dosbarth cerddoriaeth? - blair-my-r-dos-barth-cer-thor-ree-i-th - Where is the music class? 
Wyt ti'n gallu darllen cerddoriaeth? - oit-teen-ga-ll-ee-da-llen-cer-thor-ree-i-th - Can you read music? 
Mae Megan yn hoffi'r dosbarth mathematig -my-Megan-un-hoff-veer-dos-barth-math-the-ma-teg - 
Megan likes the mathematics class 

    Diolch           Rhian      

TALYBONT GARDENING CLUB  
 

The club has been making good use of the Community Zoom account with an excellent 

presentation from a professional gardener based in Essex (we have another one booked 

for our February meeting), and our recent AGM. At the AGM members voted in favour 

of a possible amalgamation of the club with Llangynidr which will allow the new club to 

grow its membership, attract more external speakers and better support the committee 

members. Richard, our chair, and Sandra, our secretary, are now starting discussions with Llangynidr and 

hopefully all will proceed smoothly. We hope that in due course Bwlch Garden will also want to join the 

new club. 

In the meantime we have on Friday 19th February Guest Speaker Sally Morgan from Somerset on òAn 

Acre of Gardenó, via Zoom at 7.30 pm. Then on Friday 19th March I will be presenting òLockdown: The      

Positives from Gardening and Local Natureó, via Zoom at 7.30 pm. Finally on Friday 16th April, Gareth 

Davies on òGardens, our lifeline in 2020ó, again via Zoom at 7.30 pm. 

 

The Club is even getting into Social Media: member Linda Windham has set up a   

brilliant Facebook group for anyone interested in gardening in our community. Within 

24 hours, it was answering questions on Cow Parsley and giving tips on splitting        

herbaceous plants. Contact Linda for more information (you donõt need to be a member 

of our club to join). Or look for ôTalybont on Usk Garden Groupõ on Facebook. 

       If you would like to join the club, please contact our Membership Secretary, Ruth Morgan on 676351. 

mailto:rhianyoung38@gmail.com
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           The Highway Through Llansantffraed c.1675 
This 1675 map by the great mapmaker John Ogilby, is one of a 

set of six ôstrip mapsõ that showed the route from   Monmouth 

to Llanbedr Pont Stefan (Lampeter) with distances marked. 

This is the section from Bwlch to  Llanhamlach.  

After the climb through the pass at Bwlch there is a side road 

off left to Llanddetty, probably leading to a ferry at Buckland. 

Llansantffraed is shown as having a church and three other 

buildings. After the buildings of Newton there is a junction 

with side roads left and right. ôAn oakõ is recorded here. The 

side road to the left is marked as leading to  Pencelli Castle. The 

direction is correct but maybe there was confusion between 

ôThe Towerõ of the 14th  Century next to this junction and   

Pencelli Castle just across the river. The side road to the right 

led to Llangasty. Just beyond this junction a ôRillõ is shown 

crossing the road. When driving to Brecon in wet weather you 

can still see this rill streaming across the tarmac. The next side 

road to the right, leading to Llangasty, is at the junction where 

ôThe Old Fordõ pub is now situated. The side road to the      

associated ford is not shown at this point but a side road to 

Cantref is shown further along. No toll-booths are shown as 

this highway did not become a turnpike until after 1830. A    

toll-gate was then established in Bwlch where the ôGate Shopõ 

was later built.  

     There is no side road shown to Talybont. As we know, our 

village was brought into existence by the construction of the 

canal 1800-1812. In a tithe map of 1845, a ford is shown at 

Llansantfraed. Station Road from the station (now an  outdoor 

centre), to a wooden bridge across the Usk was built by the  

railway company as a  private road. Until its adoption in the late 

1960s by the Rural District Council, on one day a year it was 

closed to the public to prevent it becoming  a public right-of-

way. The wooden bridge has been replaced but remains of its 

supports can still be seen under the water on the downstream 

side of todayõs bridge.  

   Ogilbyõs strip maps were not perfect but they would have 
been useful guides for the traveller over four centuries before  

the invention of Satnav. Until recently, the AA and the RAC 

would provide strip maps for your journey, on request. Strip maps were also used in Roman times and were 

known as Itineraries.                                         Seamus Hamill-Keays 

Is your community group Zooming? 
The Community Council funded pro Zoom account is being very well used by the Garden 
Club, Siop Siarad, the Hall committee and the Community Council. However, I am sure that 
there are still one or two other Talybont-based community groups who would greatly benefit by 
using this free service. It is very user-friendly and the quality surprisingly good.  

If you want some advice and help, contact Peter Seaman at tcommunity@btinternet.com or phone 676225.  

mailto:tcommunity@btinternet.com
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Talybont Tourism Group  

 
We hope that our Tourism ôGive a Little 

Loveõ community promotion helped to 

brighten up the end of what was a strange 

and worrying 2020. Twelve local       

households, picked at random, received a 

local gift delivered by our cheery elves! 

Here is a selection of our doorstep       

delivery pics. We hope to do something 

for the community once a year so look out 

for the next idea. 
2020 also saw the 2nd edition of our own 

Talybont Calendar. We were a little bit 

cautious on how many to get printed but, 

at the end of the day, they were a sell-out 

and we could have sold more. Thank you 

to Talybont Stores for stocking them and 

to everyone who bought one. We hope 

you enjoy the wonderful photographs   
taken by a variety of local residents and 

visitors.  
The winning monthly photographs were 

from our annual photo competition. The overall winner was Matt Gee, a visitor from America who was 

here in February and just made it home before we all went into lockdown. His photo is shown below. 

Well done Matt and we hope we can welcome you back again when life returns to some sort of normal. 
The photo competition is about to start again so, next time you are out on any local walk, bike ride or 

run, do share your photos onto our Visit Talybont Instagram or Facebook pages using 
#talybontphotocomp or email visittalybontonusk@gmail.com for a chance to be part of our next      

calendar.   
And lastly, if you live here and are involved in local tourism in or around Talybont, whether providing 

accommodation, experiences, food or crafts, please do email us (visittalybontonusk@gmail.com) and get 

involved. Annual membership costs very little and gives coverage for your business on our website,   

social media platforms and importantly gives us a place where we can share and support one another. 

Which is even more important in these 

times.   

 
Wishing all of you a Happy and Healthy 

New Year from all of us at Talybont 

Tourism.  

 

 

   Clare Wright 

   Fiona Goodsell 

   Scott Goodsell 
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4ÁÌÙÂÏÎÔ 3ÔÏÒÅÓȟ #ÁÎÁÌÓÉÄÅ #ÁÆÅ ÁÎÄ 0ÏÓÔ /ÆПÉÃÅ 
πρψχτ φχφφφσ ×××ȢÔÁÌÙÂÏÎÔÓÔÏÒÅÓȢÃÏȢÕË ÅÎÑÕÉÒÉÅÓͽÔÁÌÙÂÏÎÔÓÔÏÒÅÓȢÃÏȢÕË 

 
At this very uncertain time, we still need your support to help keep the 

SHOP and POST OFFICE open. So, if you can please buy local to help your 
local community. We would be most grateful. 

 Thank you 
Regan, Rob and all the staff at Talybont Stores 

 
SO PLEASE IF YOU NEED ANYTHING DELIVERED  

Fresh Fruit and Vegetables, Fresh daily Bread and rolls, delivered daily 
Milk, cheese and Yoghurts, Groceries, Newspapers 

Or anything else that we stock we can get it in for you the next day 
Please contact us on the above telephone number or Keren Bender on  

                        kerenbender1@gmail.com  лтумпрмопррΦ  

                                                           ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 

 

CAF£ 
Closed until further notice but takeaway hot drinks available. 

 
SHOP OPEN 

Monday to Friday 7.00am to 6.00pm 
Saturday 8.00am to 6.00pm 
Sunday 8.00am until 4.00pm 

 
   POST OFFICE 

Monday to Saturday 9.00am until 1.30pm 
 

We can set up a monthly account for you, so you can pay by either cheque or bacs 
payments 

A message from the Community Council 
 

With Coronavirus very much a part of  our lives  we are still here to give support to anyone 
who needs it. Please donõt hesitate to get in touch.  
Please contact Keren Bender, Clerk to the Community Council, if  you require any            
assistance. 
Our wonderful volunteers have helped many of  you over the past months and stand ready 
to continue with that support. 
                                                              Kerenbender1@gmail.com               07814513455                                    

http://www.talybontstores.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@talybontstores.co.uk
mailto:Kerenbender1@gmail.com
mailto:Kerenbender1@gmail.com
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