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Living Nativity 2016
Winter 2017

The streets of Talybont were packed once again on Christmas Eve, as crowds - almost
200, from far and wide - came to walk through the village with Mary, Joseph and Peter
the donkey. At every stop the innkeepers turned them away, until one
suggested the farm barn, where the Holy Family were able to rest and the
baby arrived, accompanied by angels and shepherds. So everyone was
able to see and reflect on the miracle of this new birth.
You might think we have illustrated this with an Old Master painting, but
no - this is indeed the Hawkins family, Rob, little Charlie, Donna and
baby George, who played his part perfectly and fell asleep as soon as we
started singing carols.
So an enormous thank you to everyone involved in - the Hawkins family,
young Mary (Connie Cox) and Gene Taylor with donkey Peter, our
'stunt-man' Joseph (Chris Jones), John Jones at Station Road, John and
Matthew at the Inns, the Angel Gabriel (Heike Podger) and all who dressed up and
participated - and of course to the Jenkins family for their hospitality and all their work in
setting out the barn so well. Thanks too to all our musicians and singers, and to those
who guided the procession safely from start to finish, and to everyone for participating
with such enthusiasm, and making Christmas in Talybont so special for us all.
Elizabeth Bramley

TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
You may all be aware that the new playground is almost finished. All of the play
equipment has been installed, and we now await the laying of the safety surface. We
hope to be able to re-open the playground in February, ground conditions permitting.
It has been pleasing to see people taking a daily walk around the new perimeter path –
new exercise equipment has also been installed. Can I please remind people that dogs
are not allowed in the playground area or on the playing field. Work on the hall
refurbishment should start in February.
The Community Council has agreed to adopt our section of
the canal – no financial implications – but I would ask residents to report any issues
regarding the canal to the Council Clerk.
After a most successful pilot scheme the Council has agreed to
continue its partnership with the local police force to make regular
visits to the isolated car parks in our area at weekends. During the
pilot period car crime in the area was reduced to zero. We will be looking for volunteers to
accompany the police officers to advise visitors to our area.
Glyn Thomas

Chair Talybont C C

Many thanks to the volunteers and Talybont Stores who help in the distribution of
this newsletter. Also to the individuals, groups and societies who have contributed
articles for this edition.

VILLAGE
REGULAR
EVENTS
HENDERSON HALL
Short Family
Church Service
2nd Sunday each
month 11am for
approx 30 mins.
Playgroup
Mondays 10 - 12 am
Lydia Cox
Tea and Chat
1st Monday in the
month 3-4.30pm.
Cherry Jones 676232
Zumba Dance Class
Every Tuesday 7:45pm
Heather Vaughan
Talybont Stores
Talybont Flicks
1st Wed each month
7.30pm
Clare Wright 676679
WI
2nd Wed each month
7pm – 10pm
Penny Morgan
01874 665283
Gardening Club
3rd Fri each month
7.30pm Sept to June.
Chair: Peter Seaman
01874 676225

Junior Tennis Club
Weds 5.30pm - 7.00pm
Sarah Osborne
01874 676633
Cricket Club
Geraint James
07980 160187
WHITE HART
Siop Siarad
Practice your Welsh
Every Friday
10.30am—12.00
Les Williams 676568

Margaret Cox
As Emma Cox, Margaret’s daughter, and my life-long friend, reminded us in her
eulogy, Talybont has lost an enthusiastic contributor to its strong community. Very
sadly, last October, Margaret died suddenly whilst on holiday with my parents in
Crete. Margaret loved the island
and this was her 10th visit there.
Her loss continues to be felt by her
family and many friends in the
community to whom she was
particularly giving.
Born in Greenwich in 1939 and one
of seven children, Margaret grew
up in East London moving to
Talybont on Usk in 1977 with her
husband David and four children
Sian, Emma, David and Gethin. For
many years Margaret worked in
Brecon for Welsh Water and on her
retirement she went on to work at Caring Concern in Talgarth and in Talybont
Stores. That said, many of us will think of Margaret not for the paid work she did but
for the many voluntary roles she undertook.
Margaret never sought any recognition for the many hours of work she did in support
of us all. She was an active member of the Henderson Hall Committee, always
volunteering to ensure the smooth running of events such as Bingo nights, Bonfire
night and other fundraising events. She also undertook the administration of the ‘200
Club’ which provides an important source of income contributing to the upkeep of
Henderson Hall.
Margaret had a passion for sport and it is for her voluntary work with Talybont
Cricket and Tennis Clubs that she will perhaps, be most strongly remembered. She
was thrilled that the Cricket Club is doing so well but it was her ongoing commitment
to, and enthusiasm for, the children’s Tennis Club about which she felt most
strongly. Since 2001 she worked tirelessly with Sarah Osborne and Coach Robin
Skinner in the provision of tennis coaching for local children. In addition to running
the weekly club, Margaret and Sarah have undertaken many hours fundraising for
the re-surfacing of the tennis courts. A goal, which sadly Margaret did not see
realised but which many of us hope will one day be achieved.
We are all aware that the work of volunteers is indispensable to our community
services, opportunities and social events. It is here that Margaret was an exemplary
role model to us all.
Kirsten Jones

Disabled? Need advice?

If you are disabled or know someone who is, you may need advice on housing and other support. Disability Powys is
providing information and advice surgeries in Brecon in the New Year.
The charity supports those with a physical disability, sensory impairment or long term ill health in matters of housing,
care services, health, access, transport, employment and education issues. Hayley Beavan (Access and Outreach Worker)
will be providing booked appointments on the dates below at Brecon Dial a Ride, Red Kite House, Rich Way, Brecon,
LD3 7EH. Please ring Disability Powys office to make an appointment on 01597 824059.
Surgery dates are: - 9th February, 23rd February, 9th March, 23rd March and 13th April.
Margaret Seaman
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Talybont WI
Feb 8th
Yoga taster session with Ellen Walsh Moorman
Competition: When we tried yoga in the hall... A Limerick.
Evening arranged by Marilyn Kendrick & Cherry Jones
Mar 8th
Games Evening
Competition: A photograph of a sporting event.
Evening arranged by Hilary Baldwin & Penny Morgan
April 12th
My trip to America—Helen Roderick
Competition: The most items in a small match box
Evening arranged by Linda Morgan & Jane Morgan

Contact: Penny Morgan

Llangynidr Farmers’ and
Producers’ Market
Llangynidr Village Hall
Last Sunday in the month

Feb 26
Mar 26
April 30

01874 665283

Henderson Hall Contacts
Clare Wright (Chair) 676679
Verity Ryan (Secretary / admin) 676334
Kirsten and Russell Jones (Treasurer) 676509
Shirley Hemmings (Caretaker) 676456
Julia Watkins (Bookings Secretary) 676085

There are tables available at the market if
you feel you would like one.
Contact Jenny Thomson

jterwbant@hotmail.com

HENDERSON HALL NEWS
FLICKS: Please note that the first flicks night for 2017 won’t be until the first Wednesday of March, 1st.
Sorry for any disappointment but keep your eyes out for the poster and email if you are on the list.
GRAB YOUR TICKETS: Don’t be disappointed as tickets are limited for ‘On the Edge’ on Saturday
11th February. It’s a brilliant chance to see a top comedian locally. He
garnered five star reviews at last years Edinburgh Festival and is just back
from sell out performances around the world. It starts at 7.30pm so plenty
of time to finish watching the rugby match and to get to Henderson hall (assuming you
aren’t in Cardiff of course!). So zip down to Talybont Stores and get your tickets now. At
£8 and adult or £6 child they are great value for a night out with a difference.
HALL WORKS: It won’t be long now until work will commence on the hall element of the Community Big Lottery
project. We will try not to inconvenience anyone too much and will keep you posted on what is happening along the way.
It’s all exciting stuff and will improve the facilities available for the community. Watch this space and please do ask
anyone from the halls group of volunteers if you have any questions or queries.
RECYCLING: You may have noticed that we have had to have the plastic recycling bin removed from the car park of
Henderson Hall. It was consistently being used for fly tipping and becoming a health and safety problem. Sorry to anyone
who was using for its intended purpose but the items it took can be put in your kerbside recycling so hopefully you won’t
be inconvenienced too much. We do ask that when using any of the recycling (especially garden waste) that you please
endeavour to clean up after use. It tends to land on a small group of volunteers to sweep and pick around the bins so
your help is much appreciated. Thank you.
FRIENDS: If you would be willing to be a friend to your community hall then please do let
us know. You won’t be obliged to come to meetings but just be available to lend a hand as
and when you can make it. No obligation. You may have a particular skill you can offer too.
Help of any kind is always welcome and as they say, many hands make light work!
Clare Wright
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The Vaughan Garden at Talybont
A small group of interested residents and National Park staff met recently to discuss the sad and neglected state
of the Vaughan Garden. It was created with the Henry Vaughan Walk in August 2006, but unfortunately only
limited provision was made for funding its maintenance and Community Council funding ended in 2016.
The Walk itself is an easy 4 km circuit with signposts along the way about Henry
Vaughan’s poetry. It is better maintained and used by both visitors and the local
community. The Garden originally had benches where visitors could relax and enjoy
the peaceful area, and an interesting ‘Herb Wheel’ with examples of plants that
would have been used by Henry Vaughan as a local physician in the 1600s.
The photos illustrate the Garden’s current neglected condition.
The state of the Garden is in contrast to other efforts to conserve and promote our local heritage linked to
Henry Vaughan - his Grave in Llansantffraed churchyard was renovated in 2015, a book on ‘Henry Vaughan and
the Usk Valley’ (which includes details of the Walk and Garden) was published in 2016, and a Vaughan Visitor
Area is due to be completed in the Church in May 2017.
One option for the future management of the Garden is to form a group of “Friends of the Garden”. This
would be a local partnership of individuals and organisations willing to support and maintain the Garden. As a
local group, they would be able to bid for a grant from the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority Sustainable
Development Fund to renovate the Garden. To talk to someone about the Garden and what you might
potentially offer (e.g your time or a donation), please contact Mr John Jones on 01874-676232.

Benches in front of The Poetry Post taken in 2006 and as
it is now – note the broken and missing benches.

A site meeting has been arranged for
Saturday 25th February at 11:00 am .
Please come if you would like to view the
problem and offer any useful suggestions or
ideas. The Henry Vaughan Garden is situated
on the right about 150 yards over the White
Hart Bridge on the tramroad. Please, please
respond and let’s make this small garden a real
asset to Talybont.
Sandra Briskham, Concerned resident

ABER AND BENAIAH CHAPELS

Everyone is welcome to come at 10.30 am to the services listed below. Different visiting ministers take the service
which leads to many interesting approaches and interpretations. On occasions a DIY service is held when members of
the congregation contribute.
Aber Chapel
Benaiah Chapel
Feb 5th

Mrs Gill Todd

Feb 19th

Mr Dennis Williams

Mar 5th

Mrs Liz Tadd

Mar 19th

Mr Ifor Williams

Apr 2nd

Mrs Penny Robinson

Apr 16th

Mrs Gill Todd

May 7th

Mr Dennis Williams

May 21st

Mrs Penny Robinson

TEA AND CHAT
This is held on the first Monday of the month, including Bank Holidays at the Henderson Hall at 3pm for anyone of
retirement age. It has now been in existence for four years and it is an opportunity for people to get together for a
social afternoon. Tea and homemade cake is provided by different hostesses and there is no charge.
Cherry Jones
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Brecknock Decorative & Fine Arts Society
www.brecknockdfas.wordpress.com
All talks at Theatr Bryncheiniog, Brecon
Tickets £7-50 either through the Box Office or on the door.
07 February 2017 2-30pm.

A talk by Jane Tapley: Austen’s Arcadia

2017 sees the 200th anniversary of the early death of Jane Austen. She only wrote six novels and yet is one of
the most famous and popular of English novelists. This talk looks at who she was and how she discovered and
achieved her remarkable talent, which still resonates with readers of all ages and nationalities.
07 March 2017 2-30pm.
A Talk by Diana Lloyd: Galle, Lalique and their Contemporary French Glassmakers
The Art Nouveau glass created by Emile Gallé in the late 19th century combines the passion for nature and
colour, so loved in the work of the Impressionists. He used, like others of the period, glass making techniques
that looked back to Roman cameo glass but also forward to the 20th century concept of an object being a work
of art rather than a vessel. René Lalique first used glass in his jewelry. But from the early 20th century
experimented with glass objects that would result in his outstanding pieces in the Art Deco style.
04 April 2017 2-30pm.
A talk by David Boyd Haycock: Crisis of Brilliance - Young British Artists 1908-1919
In the years leading up to the First World War, the Slade School of Art in London was the leading establishment
in England for teaching of drawing and painting. Its students included some of the most important British artists
of the first half of the twentieth century, including David Bomberg, Dora Carrington, Mark Gertler, Paul Nash,
C.R.W. Nevinson, William Roberts, Stanley Spencer and Edward Wadsworth. Based on his recent book, A
Crisis of Brilliance: Five Young British Artists and the Great War (2009), this lecture explores the fascinating
story of these artists’ interlocking lives, and their artistic education and development.
Agi Yates

CHURCH NEWS
CONCERT AT LLANFRYNACH CHURCH WITH THE TALGARTH MALE VOICE CHOIR : Friday 10th
February at 7.30pm, Tickets are available now at £8 (to include light refreshments) from Janet Watkins or Joyce Griffiths,
or on the door on the night. Proceeds are in aid of Llanfrynach Church
PILGRIM STUDY COURSE :
This lively discussion group has started up again – this term we are looking at ‘Church & Kingdom’ All sessions are on
Thursday evenings, 7.00pm, fortnightly:2 February at Penyrheol Isaf, Cathedine, Bwlch.
16 February at 4 Waun Berllan, Llanfrynach.
2 March at Dros y Sir, Cefn Cantref.
16 March at Darren Road, Bwlch.
30 March at Llangasty Retreat House.
All welcome
ASH WEDNESDAY : Wednesday 1st March – there is a communion service at 10am in Llangors Church and another
one at 7.00pm in Llanfrynach Church.
CONCERT AT LLANSANTFFRAED CHURCH : ‘A Potpourri of Music & Words’ featuring the harpist Elinor
Bennett and the poet Jeff Rees. On Saturday 11 th March at 7-00pm. Tickets are £10 to include refreshments, from
Mervyn Bramley (665267) or Sandra Briskham (676297). Please see the article in this magazine for full details.
SPECIAL SERVICE AT LLANSANTFFRAED : On Sunday 5th March at 4-30pm as part of the Crickhowell Walking
Festival, there is a service at Llansantffraed Church with music provided by the Unicorn Singers. All welcome.
EASTER DAY : Easter Sunday is on 16th April this year. Services in the Beacons Benefice that day will be:10am Holy Communion at Llanhamlach
10am Holy Communion at Llansantffraed.
You can find details of all our church services on notices in the village, in the churches and on the Community Council
website www.talybont.org
Kelvin Richards
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Talybont Stores, Canalside Cafe and Post Office
01874 676663 www.talybontstores.co.uk
Shop
We stock a wide range of products from fresh local
meat, bread, milk, eggs, fruit and veg. Coal, logs
and kindling. Newspapers, pet products, wines,
spirits, local beers and ciders. Frozen meals
prepared in the cafe. Lottery, Top Ups, cash point, greeting
cards and stationery.
Card payments accepted

Café
Homemade food and cakes, sit in or take
away. Packed lunches
Pensioners Specials

Made in Talybont
Local handmade gifts, crafts, keyrings and cards
Personalised greeting cards, vinyl mugs,, vinyl and etched wine
glasses and more available Please ask in store for more details

Post Office
Click and collect, health lottery, foreign
currency, passport checking service, free cash
withdrawals etc.

Bike and Canoe Hire
Available from Talybont Stores in conjunction with ‘Bikes and
Hikes’

Opening times
Shop: Mon to Sat 7am until 7pm. Sunday 8am until 5pm
Café: Mon to Sun 9am until 4pm
Post Office: Mon to Sat 9am until 1.30pm

THE TALYBONT TOMBLES
Our final Litter Pick for 2016 was on Saturday 12 th November when 14 adults and 2 teenage
enthusiasts turned out on a grey and overcast morning. As usual we split up into designated areas to
cover the village and worked in pairs. We collected 8 bags of assorted rubbish, each bag was threequarters full and they were left in the usual collection place by the White Hart but there were also
additional bags taken by our volunteers which were disposed of at their homes.
As usual time was spent cleaning around the Recycling Bins in the Hall Car
park – a plea to residents yet again - will you please ensure that all the
recycling goes right into the bins and not dropped on the ground
nearby, this is particularly important around the bottle bank where
broken glass is a dangerous hazard for the children playing nearby.
Thanks to all my volunteers for their invaluable
help over the past twelve months in trying to
keep Talybont village clean and tidy. We went out on 4 separate occasions
(March, May, August and November) with varying types of dampness!!!
A total of 49 adults joined in over the twelve months (not all different ones I
hasten to add, as we have a hard core of dedicated regulars); we had 2
teenagers who joined us who were working on their Duke of Edinburgh Award
scheme and I must not forget young Elsie; this works out an estimated 75/80
hours of “litter pick action” in Talybont village. However there are some
extra keen volunteers who go out walking and pick up as they go – without being asked!! Thank you for
showing initiative. I’d like to think that we are improving our environment not only for our own village
residents but also for visitors to the area.
If there are any groups or individuals who would like to borrow the equipment please let me know - you
can then choose your own date to go “out and about”.
The next Litter Pick will be on Saturday 11th February, please meet at 10
o’clock outside the Village Shop as usual – all volunteers are welcome, the more
the merrier!! If you have your own gloves please try to remember to bring them
along.
Sandra Briskham, Organiser, Tel 676297
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Unique harp and poetry concert
On Saturday 11 March, Llansantffraed Church and Friends are
delighted to welcome back the Gwent-based poet Jeff Rees, who
contributed to our sell-out ‘Swan of the Usk’ concert last June. In
the March concert, he performs with internationally renowned
harpist Elinor Bennett as the award-winning ‘Rhythm and Rhyme’
duo.
Their ‘Potpourri of Music and Words’ will have some Welsh
flavours including works for the harp by John Parry, John Thomas
and William Mathias, and Welsh folk songs. Jeff Rees will span
the centuries with recitation, including some of his own work and
some accompanied by the harp. Some poems will link to
Llansantffraed’s own poet, Henry Vaughan.
This concert is part of an ongoing series of events to broaden the
use of the church, which has an excellent acoustic and is a
Victorian architectural gem.
Toilet facilities will be available for
concertgoer. Booked tickets can be collected
and paid for at the door. Booking via Sandra
Briskham tel: 01874 - 676297 or Mervyn
Bramley tel: 01874 - 665267, email:
mervyn.bramley@icloud.com

TALYBONT-ON-USK & DISTRICT GARDENING ASSOCIATION
Talybont Garden Club – now recruiting!
This active local club invites local people to join up and experience the
excellent series of talks and garden visits that are arranged every year. In
2016 we heard about the great Victorian garden designer Gertrude Jekyll,
Japanese gardens and plant hunting in China, in addition to advice and
tips on our own gardens. We visited Buckland Hall gardens and a special trip to Dyffryn
Gardens in the Vale of Glamorgan. We also held (and won) a 3-way garden quiz with
Bwlch and Llangynidr garden clubs with whom we have a close and positive relationship.
For 2017 we will hear about ‘Two gardens for all seasons’ and a gardening year in the
French Alps among many other talks. We will be visiting 2 local gardens at Penpont and
Brynich and then using a minibus, a special day trip to superb gardens near Worcester. There is therefore much to whet
the appetite!
Please do join us. Indoor meetings are held in
biscuits!! You will be promised a
Friday
warm welcome whatever your 17th
gardening ability.
February
Annual membership is only
£5 per year.
For any further information please
contact either the Chairman:
Mr Peter Seaman 01874 676225 or
the
Secretary: Mrs Sandra Briskham
01874 676297
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Henderson Hall, 7:30 pm starts, always ending up with tea, coffee and

Friday 17th
March

Friday 21st
April

Mr Gareth Davies – My A-Z of Garden Worthy Plants”

Presentation by Pat Wilkie -Two Gardens for ALL
Seasons: Le Vasterival, France, created by Princess Greta
Sturdza
John's Garden, West Midlands, created by John Massey
VMH
Three Way Quiz with Bwlch and Llangynidr. This year
we are the hosts
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Talybont Matters is a Community Council Publication
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This edition edited by:
Richard Abram
Please send articles & contact details to:
Ger-Yr-Afon, Pencelli, LD3 7LX
email: richardabram@btinternet.com
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Siop Siarad
Bydd croeso cynnes Cymreig to anyone who
would like to practice speaking Welsh outside
the classroom in the White Hart, every Friday
morning, 10:30 to 12:00.
We recently held a very successful morning at
Pennorth Chapel singing our favourite English
carols in Welsh. We were heartened to see a full
chapel.
We will be organising other
events this year to encourage the
use of Welsh in the community.

The Editor,
Talybont Matters

10th January 2017

Dear Editor,
I note with pleasure the new track around the edge of the sports field at
the Henderson Hall in the village. A few days before, we were visiting
family in Cardiff and I took my granddaughter Ela for a Sunday
morning walk in the park at Llandaff Fields and at the same time there
was a ‘Park Run’. (Ela has now joined in). The event was very popular
with hundreds of children on one run and adults on a second. It was
very well marshalled and organised and was clearly enjoyed by everyone.
Some ran, some walked. It was all over in less than 45 minutes.
It has struck me that perhaps an enterprising resident of Talybont might
organise something similar on the new track?
There is a lot of useful information at https://www.parkrun.org.uk/
including possible financial support to purchase fluorescent tabards for
marshals and cones. Runners/walkers only compete against themselves
– there are no winners or losers.
Congratulations to the Community Council and others in the
community who are working so hard to improve facilities at the Hall for
all our benefit.
Yours sincerely,
Peter Seaman
Brynhyfryd, Scethrog, Brecon.

Maureen Probert

House Wanted
We are a family looking to settle in this beautiful
area. Currently renting, we would be very
interested to hear from anyone considering
selling a large, quiet house, ideally with a bit of
land and a view. Please contact: Hannah
07946518124
Hannahluard@hotmail.com

Please send in articles!
The newsletter will be published quarterly, at the end of
January, April, July and October. All articles to be
submitted by 20th of these months to appear in the next
issue.
Wherever possible articles will be published in the next
issue. However the editor reserves the right to edit
articles or hold them back for subsequent issues should
there be insufficient space in the current issue.

Editor’s Note
In compliance with the provisions of the Legal
Deposit Libraries Act 2013, this issue of Talybont
Matters will be sent to the National Library of
Wales for archiving as part of the Library’s national
collection.
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